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NIOBRARA COI.INTY COMMISSIONERS' MEETING
NIOBRARA COLTNTY, WYOMTNG

January 16,2018

The County Commissioners' meeting was called to order on this date at 9:00 a.m. with Chairman
Richard A. Ladwig, Commissioners Patrick H. Wade, John Midkiff and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman,
present.

Countv Attornev- Call y Lund, County Attorney, met with the Commissioners and discussed
county business and contracts. Also in attendance was Fred Thomas, Road and Bridge Foreman.

Ms. Lund discussed the draft agreement for Public Health Emergency Preparedness with Goshen
County and stated she would like to see an indemnification clause in the agreement.

The group also discussed a Title 25 issue which occurred recently. She said that Wyoming
Behavioral lnstitute wouldn't take a patient because of a prior assault committed on WBI staff by the
patient. Ms. Lund said that she is Iooking at sending the individual to Laramie for an involuntary
commitment.

The group next discussed the WYDOT agreement for Hwy 20 East and the inclusion of a bus
turnaround.

Road & Brldee- Mr. Thomas discussed work done on the 2017 K Field Road project. He said that
2.5 miles has been completed and it is looking good.

The condition of Gun Club Road was also discussed and Mr. Thomas said he would address the
issue.

James Barnes, WYDOT Resident Engineer, met with the Commissioners and Mr. Thomas to
discuss the WYDOT Bus Turnout Memorandum of Understanding on Hwy 20 East.

The agreement states that the County will maintain the turnout. Mr. Thomas asked if it was
possible to have signs installed stating "bus parking only" and Mr. Barnes said yes, but was unsure of
how effective they would be,

WYDOT MOU- Mr. Midkiff moved to s ign the Memorandum of Understanding between WYDOT
and Niobrara County, Mr. Wade seconded, motion carried. The purpose of the MOU is to establish the
responsibilities and funding requirements between the two parties in combination with Federal Project
N403008 Lusk-Van Tassell (East Section). A school bus turn around will be constructed which will
provide a safe zone for children to wait, board and exit vehicles without impeding nearby traffic on US
20.

Seth and Bryan Brost met with the Commissioners along with Doyle Davies, Deputy County
Attorney, to discuss a private road matter. Tina Cook was in attendance via telephone.

Seth Brost said the purpose of the visit was to let the Commissioners know that they were
encountering difficulties accessing land they lease due to conflicts with neighboring parties. The
Commissioners and Mr. Davies explained that private road matters used to come underthe control of
the Commissioners, but the matter is now handled by district court. Mr. Seth Brost said he had read the
statutes and realized the matter could go to district court if not resolved, but he wanted the
Commissioners to be aware of the matter.

Co nsent Aeenda- Vlr. Wade moved to a pprove the consent agenda. Mr. Midkiff seconded,
motioncarried. ltemsontheconsentagendaincludedtheminutesfromtheJanuary2,20l,Smeeting
and receipts for the month of December from the Clerk of Court for 5365,00 and from the Sheriff for
Ss7s.oo.

Niobrara Countv Housing & Economic Develooment Studv Grant Asreement- IVlr. Midkiff moved
to sign the agreement between the Wyoming Business Council and Niobrara County for 544,035.00,
with an end date of June 30,2019 unless otherwise amended. Mr. Wade seconded, motion carried.
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WDOC Contract Amendment One- Mr. Wade moved to sign Amendment One to the Wyoming
Department of Corrections contract between WDOC and Niobrara County for the housing of WDOC
inmates in the Niobrara County Detention Center. lVr. lVidkiff seconded, motion carried. This
amendment increases the original contract by 595,480.00 for a total amount not to exceed
s12o,48o.oo.

Resolution 18-05 - lVr. Wade moved to a pprove Resolution 18-05- A RESOLUTION CHANGING
RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURES FOR APPPEAs BEFORE THE NIOBRARA COUNTY BOARD OF
EQUALIZATION INVOLVI NG TAX MATTERS

WHEREAS, the Niobrara County Assessor felt it was in the best interest of Niobrara County and its
citizens to adopt the standard rules as developed by the State Board of Equalization for the Practices
and Procedures for Appeals before the Niobrara County Board of Equalization involving tax matters to
conform with other counties across Wyoming; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on December 19, 2017 and no objections were heard, and the
changes proposed should be made; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED that Niobrara County adopts the changes made to the Niobrara
County Rules of Practice and Procedures for Appeals before the Niobrara County Board of Equalization
involving tax matters to the standard rules as developed by the State Board of Equalization for the
Practice and Procedures for Appeals.

DATED this i-6th day of January, 2018.
NIOBRARA COUNTY COM MISSION ERS

/s/ Richard A. Ladwig, Chair
/s/ Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chair
/s/ John IVlidkiff, Commissioner

ATTEST:/s/ Becky L. Freeman, County Clerk
Vlr. IVidkiff seconded, motion carried.

The Commissioners acknowledged a letter from the Department of Revenue stating that the
Department had issued Property Tax Appraiser certificates to Teri Stephens, permanent certification and
Ca rmen Boussu, tem porary certification.

They also acknowledged a letter from the Office of the Wyoming State Public Defender wishing
to appointJames lvl. Causey as a full-time Assistant Public Defenderforthe State Public Defender
Appellant Division and asked for the Commissioners input, if any, regarding the appointment.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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