NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING

June 16,2015

The Niobrara County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on June 16, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.
Those in attendance were Chairman Richard A. Ladwig, Commissioners Greg Starck and Patrick Wade
and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman.

Road and Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas met with the Commissioners and discussed road
damages resulting from the flood. He said he has received help on the road repairs from Weston and
Converse Counties.

Ernie Fellows met briefly with the Commissioners and Foreman Fred Thomas and inquired
about the possibility of getting an additional pipe installed and some gravel placed on Gropp Road.
Fred said they would try to get to it sometime this summer.

Fred returned to the discussion of road damages and estimated that repair costs would run about
$500,000 to $1,000,000.

Nancy Floyd, representing U.S. Land Professionals on behalf of Power River Express Pipeline,
met with the Commissioners to inquire on the status of the road crossing permits for Divide, S. Jireh,
Flat Top, and N. Mahnke Roads. The Commissioners stated they want to see signed easements or hear
from the affected landowners before they will approve the crossings. The Commissioners want to
ensure that landowners are protected. Nancy said that she was not aware that easements needed to be in
place before the Commissioners would sign them. Greg inquired about why they were applying for the
crossings before they had the easements in place and Nancy stated it helped to have as many details in
place when the contract goes out for bid.

Road Crossing Permits Revisions- Pat moved to add new language to the existing permits to
include the requirement that the companies will obtain signed easements prior to the Commissioners
signing the permits. Discussion: Greg and Richard suggested consultation with legal counsel prior to
changing the documents. Based upon that discussion, Pat withdrew his motion.

Emergency Management- Emergency Manager James Santistevan met with the Commissioners
and discussed the flood and its aftermath. He updated them on cleanup efforts and various other topics
of discussion. Richard took this opportunity to express his thanks to James for the outstanding job he
did during this disaster.

Manville Mayor Rola Ross joined the meeting and inquired of James about disposal of e-waste
and refrigerators, etc. James stated that the town collects e-waste.

Rola then inquired about acquiring the Manville Spur and making it part of the Town of
Manville’s road system. They would have care, custody and control and would maintain the road.
Richard informed him that the County owns the road from the cemetery west and would have the county
attorney look into what it takes to transfer the ownership.

County Attorney- County Attorney Cally Lund met with the Commissioners and discussed
county business. She updated them on the status of their office in the wake of the flood.

Clint Anderson, with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, met with the Commissioners
and presented information on an Emergency Watershed Protection grant that they could apply for to
assist with erosion control on roads and near bridges.

Disaster Declaration- Pat moved to ratify the Disaster Declaration Order. Greg seconded,
motion carried.

Change of Zoning Application- Based on a due pass recommendation from the Planning and
Zoning Board on a change of zoning application from Sharon Adams requesting a zoning change from
Agricultural to Commercial, the Commissions set a public hearing for July 21, 2015 at 9:00 am to
receive public comment on the proposed change.
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Petitions to Cross County Roads- Greg moved to approve an Order authorizing Jeff Reed of
Reed Ranches to bore under Cheyenne River Road to install a 4” water pipeline. Pat seconded, motion
carried. Pat moved to approve an Order authorizing Tom Dixon (Flying Cowboy, Inc.) to bore under N.
Lance Creek Road to install a water pipeline. Greg seconded, motion carried.
Consent Agenda- Greg moved to approve the consent agenda. Pat seconded, motion carried.
Items on the consent agenda were the minutes of the June 2, 2015 meeting.
The Commissioners held a phone conference with Lisa Mellott to discuss flood recovery efforts.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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