
NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' MEETING
NIOBRARA COLINTY, WYOMING

December 15, 2015

The Niobrara County Commissioners' meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. on December 15,
2015 at 9:00 a.m. Those in attendance were Chairman Richard A. Ladwig, Vice-Chair Greg B. Starck,
Commissioner Patrick H. Wade and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman.

Road & Bridge - Foreman Fred Thomas met with the Commissioners and discussed road and
bridge business.

He said they are working on equipment and have the plows on the blades in the event of a storm.
He mentioned that there is not enough ice to install the temporary bridge on the Lance Creek Crossing
right now.

Hydrology Report- The group discussed the hydrology report submitted by BenchMark of
Torrington engineers. This report was submitted to FEMA to support the County's case for installing
more and larger culverts to county roads damaged by the flood. FEMA stated the report does not match
up with the roads in question. The discrepancies need to be addressed and corrected before FEMA will
pay the County for flood damages. Fred said he talked to Brian Wakefield with BenchMark and gave
him his list of roads and culverts and Brian said he would review and correct the report.

Pat asked about the status of the culvert that needs to be installed on Gropp Road. Fred said it
would be better to install it when it warms up a little bit.

Pat said that Teny Browder and Matt Dockery told him that they are pleased with the road work
that Rex Groves has done on Kirtley and N. and S. Van Tassell Roads.

Consent Agenda- Greg moved to approve the consent agenda. Pat seconded, motion carried.
Items on the consent agenda were the minutes of the December 1,2015 meeting and receipts for the
month of November from the Clerk of Court for $617.70.

Countlz Attorney- County Attorney Cally Lund met with the Commissioners and asked to go into
Executive Session.

Executive Session- Greg moved to enter into Executive Session at 10:15 a.m. to discuss
personnel matters. Pat seconded, motion carried.

Greg moved to reconvene the regular session at 10:30 a.m. Pat seconded, motion carried. No
action was taken.

Cally went on to discuss county attomey business.
Museum Underground Storage Tanks - The Commissioners held a phone conference with PJ

Wilber and Vickie Meredith from DEQ regarding the underground storage tank which was removed
from the museum and to clarify a letter the Commissioners received from DEQ regarding an additional
underground tank which remains at the museum.

Jon Mellott met with the Commissioners to submit a proposal for dental coverage for county
employees. He is proposing a plan through Delta Dental. Jon asked if he could meet with the
employees to inform them of the plan and sign up those interested. The Commissioners authorized him
to do so.

Emerqency Management Coordinator- James Santistevan, Emergency Management Coordinator,
met with the Commissioners and discussed an upcoming tabletop meeting regarding Ebola. He also
updated them on the status of revising the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) and creating a THIRA
plan, both of which are required by Homeland Security to receive Homeland Security grant money.

Application for Deposit of Public Funds- Greg moved to approve the application for Deposit of
Public Funds with Lusk State Bank to serve as the County's official depository. Pat seconded, motion
carried.
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Tree Removal at Fairgrounds -The Commissioners discussed the quotes received from Bellwood
Tree Service and Patrone's Landscaping for tree removal and tree trimming at the fairgrounds.

Pat moved to accept Patrone's Landscaping quote for tree removal at the fairgrounds including
removal of additional stumps for a cost of $4,335. Greg seconded, motion carried.

The Commissioners acknowledged receipt of a contract agreement between Diane Cannon
(contractor) and Proper Care (sub-contractor) for the subcontracting of snow removal for the
Courthouse, Library and Justice Center.

2016 Holidays- Greg moved to approved proposed 2016 holidays. Pat seconded, motion carried.
New Year's Day January 1,2016 First Friday in January
Equality Day January 18,2016 Third Monday in January
Presidents' Day February 15,2016 Third Monday in February
Good Friday March 25,2016 Fourth Friday in March
Memorial Day May 30,2016 Last Monday in May
Independence Day July 4,2016 First Monday in July
Labor Day
Columbus Day
Veterans'Day
Thanksgiving
Employee Appreciation Day
Day after Christmas

September 5,2016
October 10,2016
November 11,2016
November 24,2016
November 25,2016
December 26,2016

First Monday in September
Second Monday in October
Second Friday in Nov.
Fourth Thursday in Nov.
Friday after Thanksgiving
Fourth Monday December

Public Health Officer - Dr. Falkenburg met with the Commissioners to discuss the public health
offtcer contract. Richard discussed the county's obligation to pay a minimum amount of $25 per month
in addition to the state funding. Dr. Falkenburg graciously offered to accept the $25 per month.

Public Health Offrcer Contract Pat moved to sign the contract between the WY Dept. of Health,
Public Health Division, the Niobrara County Health Officer and Niobrara County for public health
officer duties. Greg seconded, motion carried.

Barker Final Pay Request- Pat moved to sign the final pay request and retainage release for the
2014 Road Rehabilitation Project for Barker Concrete Construction. Greg seconded, motion carried.

Pat moved to approve the payment of $25 per month to the P.H.O. Greg seconded, motion
carried.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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