
COMI\{ISSIONERS' PROCEEDINGS
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING

April 4,2006

The Niobrara County Commissioners met for their regutarly scheduled meeting

on April 4,2006 at 9:05 a.m. in the Commissioners' Room of the Niobrara County

Courthouse. Present were Commissioners Tom L. Wassserburger' Richard A. Ladwig,

Ronson B. Pfister and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman.

Road & Bridge- Road & Bridge Foreman Fred Thomas met with the

Commissioners and updated them on the status of S-Bar Road, the bridge cleanup

project, and the Manville SPur.

Thomas said that Kirk Sturgeon wanted to purchase the old lawn tractor that had

been used at the courthouse to move snow, for $100. After some discussioq the

Commissioners agreed to sell the tractor to Sturgeon for $ 100'

Thomas also discussed the arena at the Fairgrounds. He noted that it is in need of
sand. The Commissioners authorized Thomas to obtain approximately twenty loads of
sand, put ten loads in the arena and stockpile the remainder-

Eouipment- Thomas presented quotes for a new blade. Originally, Wyoming

Machinery offered $95,000 trade-in for the County's two 1996 Cat blades with a

difference of$lll,72l due to purchase the new blade. The commissioners held a phone

conference with Wyoming Machinery representative John Steams to negotiate a lower

price for a new blade. After some discussion, Stearns lowered the price to $102,500'

with rhe original trade-in price of $95,000 for the two blades' Ladwig moved, seconded

by Pfister, to purchase a Caterpillar blade from Wyoming Machinery for $102,500 with

interest free financing for one year. MOTION CARRED.
countv Attomev-The commissioners met with county Attorney f),oyle J. Davies

to discuss county business. Davies presented the commissioners with a Scheduling

Order setting a trial for December 4, 2006 in the matter of Qwest vs. Board of County

commissioners of the county ofNiobrara; Dan tlart Pdrol services, Dan llart Patrol

Services, LLC; Benchmark of Torringto4 P.C.; and Cole Lumber & Constructiron

Company, LLC.
Executive Session- The commissioners entered into Executive Session at 10:22

a.m. to discuss litigation and reconvened the Regular Session at 10:31 am- No action

was taken.
Conservation District- Heidi Sturman and Lisa Shaw met with the Commissioners

to update them on the Wyoming Watershed Conference that was held in fuverton,
Wyoming on March 2l -22, 2006.

Minutes- Ladwig moved, seconded by Pfister, to approve the minutes of the

March 21, 20O6 meeting. MOTION CARRED.
Receiots- The commissioners acknowledged the following receipts for the month

of April fiomthe Sheriff for $24,857.54 and from the County Clerk for $3'585.00'

Wvoming State Forestry Division- The Commissioners received notice that the

FY 20O? premium of $6,466.06 is due for participation in the Emergency Fire



Suppression Account. This invoice was forwarded to the Niobrara County Rural Fire

District for payment.
Depi. of Revenue- The Commissioners noted the following Notice of Valuation

Changes for J P Oil Company, Inc. for tax yeat 2004 ($70.83) and for tax year 2005

($r44.1e).
Eiection Districts & Precincts-Upon the recommendation of the County Clerk,

Pfister moved, seconded by Ladwig, to set the following districts and precincts for
Niobrara County for the 2006 General Election Year:

DistricUPrecinct Name
1-2
1_)

4-1
6-l
6-2
't-1

MOTION CARRIED.

Warren
Hat Creek
Lance Creek
North Lusk
South Lusk
Manville

Planning & Zoning- Upon recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Board, the

Commissioners set a Public Hearing for May 2, 2006 at I 1 :00 a.m. to receive public

comment on a proposed amendment to the existing resolution. The proposed amendment

adds a new section regarding zoning change requirements to Class I, II, III and IV
Regulations.

Elected Offrcials & Deot. Heads- Diane Tadewald, Rick Zerbe, Elaine B Gdtrtth
Keri Thompson, Linda Fosher, and Becky Freeman met with the Commissioners to

discuss county business. Zerbe said he is busy delivering jury summons. He informed

the commissioners that he had placed a l5-passenger van on hold for two weeks. The

cost ofthe van is $18,775 and would be used to transport federal inmates.

Griffith stated she would be sending out assessment notices. Thompson said that

she is busy collecting the second half of property taxes. Tadewald requested funding for

summer hllp. Fosher stated that there would be a jury trial furil 25-28. Freeman noted

she would bi attending training for the new election equipment the week of April I l-14.
Wasserburger stated that the legislative session had proven beneficial for Niobrara

Cornty. He also staed that after a conversation with Steve Elledge, it appeared that the

Wyoming Business Council is not the avenue to firnd the proposed jail expansion'

Mobile Concrete- The Commissioners received a fax from Mobile Concrete

regarding the 20o5 Gravel crushing /Stockpiling Project. In the letter, Art Boatright,

M-obile aoncrete President, addressed the issres and concerns that were brought forth at

the March 10, 2006 Special Meeting. The letter was forwarded to the county attomey

and Benchmark of Torrington for their review.
Thompson Road- gob and gud Chtistianson, and Roy and Roxie Sharp met with

the commissioners and Road and Bridge Foreman Fred Thomas to discuss Thompson

Road and address concems they have with access and the diffrculty in getting cattle

trucks in and out of their property. The commissioners noted that when the work on S-

Bar Road is completed, and if the Christianson's are willing to grant a construction



easement, then Road & Bridge would begin work on Thompson Road to try to create

better access for semis.

Catering Permit- Ladwig moved, seconded by Pfister, to approve the catering

permit for Paleo Park to serve alcoholic beverages for the National Turkey Federation

Dinner at the Fairgrounds Api122,2006. MOTION CARRIED.

Payroll & the following vouchers were approved for payment:

March Payroll- 56026.1l;Lusk State Bank- Employer's taxes- 15624.62; Aflac'
Employee paid insurance- 356.31; Allbright's True Value- new equipment- 24.99, Avaya

Communications- Phones- 70.04; Communicomm Services- Network & intemet access-

141.95; ConocoPhillips Fleet- Fu el- 55.42; Dept. of A & I- Access to state mainframe-

145.08; Decker's Foods- Supplies, meals, meds- 314.22; Wyoming Dept. of
Transportation- Stage Road BROS & I D cards- 194.67; Fire Nebula Web Design-

Computer expense- 100.00, GSSC- Ankle monitoring- 108.00; Hiway Brake &
Alignment- Vehicle repairs- 819.23; Hitching Post Inn- Lodgin g- 193.74; Hiway Super

Service- Tires & vehicle repairs- 4824.00; Jordan Automotive- Vehicle repairs- 114 06;

Kinder Morgaq Inc.- Utilities- 3409.97; Lichen Research Center- Computer expense-

250.00; Loyal American Life- Employee pd. Ins.- 32.61;Niobrara County Sheriffs
Office- Travel & postage- 48.24; Niobrara Electric Association- Radio tower &
maintenance- I15.50; Niobrara Feed & Supply- Supplies- 45.90; Niobrara Senior

Center- Rent- 450.00; Office Depot- Supplies, new equipment- 1418.06; Orchard Trust

Co.- Defened Comp.- 11175.00; Outpos Truck Stop & Caf6- Spark program- 128.26;

Ptainsman Printing- Supplies- 762.68; Sperry Drug- Inmate meds, supplies- 566.41;

Stephens-Peck, tnc.- Supplies- 59.00, Torrington Office Supply- Supplies- 222.29;Town
of Lusk- Utilities- 1834.11; Valley Motor Supply- Parts- 189.59; Verizon Wireless- Cell
phones- 252.37; Visa- Travel, zupplies, postage- 1614.65; rrtry'alt's Lathe & Machine-

Parts- u167.82; Western Plains- Supplies- 48. 14; Niobrara County Treasurer- postage-

156.47; WY County Treasurer's Assoc.- Dues- 100.00; Dawn Otten- travel expense-

78.40; Box Butte County Sheriff-Serving summons fee-' 15.50; Citicorp Vendor Finance-

Copier- I16.62; Connecting Point CPU- Maintenance mntracts- 191'47; Casper Star

TriLun+. Subscription- 50.70; Lusk Mini Storage' storage fee- 45 00; Rawhide Lube L&
Repair- Vehicle repair- 146.80; Wyoming Search & Rescue Assoc.- Dues.75.00;

Wyoming Peace Officers- Supplies- 20.00; Ed Buchanan- March contract labor- 360O.0G

Doyle J. Davies- Phones- 64.60; Niobrara County Hospital District- 1% Option Tax-

I1057.80; Absolute Solutions- Maintenance- 339.00; Dixie L. Blaney- Mileage- 92 40;

Day-Timers, Inc.- Supplies- 45.98; Tammie Jensen- Travel expense & supplies- 297.51;

Denise E. Smith- travel expens€- 82.76; Wells Fargo Financial- Copier- 236.00; Linda
Fosher- Mileage- M.00; H. Rick Hollon- court appointed attomey & guardian ad litem-

1586.25; State-of Wyoming Public Defenders Oflice- County's share ofpublic defender

fee- 3136.71; Dennis c. Meier- rent- 600-00; K-D Maintenance- Maintenance contract &
supplies- 7525.18; MES Tearq Inc.- Maintenance- 30O.0O; Tri-County Fire & Safety-

Annual inspection & maintenanc e- 461 .25; WAM-WCCA- County window project

payment- 625.00; Alsco- Coveralls & towels- 107.60; Anderson Highway Signs-



Flashing light bars- 162.88; Bartow Oil Co.- Diesel- 131.95, Charles B. Darrah &
Associates- 522.31;D. C. Drilling Co.- Parts- 38.00; Great Westem Tire lnc.- Tires-
437.84; Honnen Equipment Co.- Parts- 213.98, Lawson Products, Inc- Parts- 273.80;
Mobile Concrete Inc.- Gravel- 1O7359.52; Wyoming Machinery, Co.- Parts- 569.93;
Kester Akers- VrPhone & travel expense- 94 02; Dell Government Leasing- Computer
payoff- 304.54, McWilliams & Moody Dental Clinic- Inmate medical- 99.00, Memorial
Hospital of Converse County- Inmate medical- 26 00; Qwest- Phone- 226.46; Wyoming
Women's Center- Inmate meals- 3230.64; Jeane Stratton- Ancillary Support- 50.00;
Wyoming Dept. of Employment- Quarterly worker's comp- 3761.91; Porter, Muirhead,
Cornia & Howard- Audit fee- 6,0O0.00; Townsend Co., Inc.- Joint Owner Billing- 54.25;
Xerox Co1p.- Copier & excass print charges- 330.63; Benchmark of Torrington-
Engineering fees- 3528.08; Lynn Carlson- Reimburse for zupplies & CNA fees &
director and grant administrator fees- 3675.01; Youth Alternatives- Spark program-
100.00; Community Drug- CNA Supplies- 210.94; Alisha Frye- Spark program team
leader- 6OO.00; Hiway Super Service- Fuel for CNA students- 1 15.45; A T & T- E9l 1

phones- 73.44; Nine One One, Inc.- 2d payment on maintenance contract- 2500.00;
Jeanine S. Larson- CNA application fee- 210.00

There being no further business, the meeting recessed until April 21 , 2006.
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