COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
January 6, 2004

The Niobrara County Commissioners met for their regularly scheduled meeting on
January 6, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Niobrara County Courthouse.
Present were Chairman Donna I. Ruffing, Commissioners Richard A. Ladwig, Tom L.
Wasserburger and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman.

Wasserburger moved, seconded by Ladwig, to approve minutes of the December 16,
2003 regular meeting. MOTION CARRIED.

Election of Officers- Ladwig moved, seconded by Wasserburger to appoint Donna I.
Ruffing as Chairman. MOTION CARRIED. Ruffing moved, seconded by Wasserburger, to
appoint Richard A. Ladwig as Vice-Chairman. MOTION CARRIED.

Acknowledged receipts for the month of December from the County Clerk ($2,937.25)
and the Sheriff ($11,792.95).

The following business was conducted:

Road and Bridge-Road and Bridge Foreman Brett Dockery was present to discuss road &
bridge issues and equipment. Dockery purchased a steam cleaner for $3,850. Dockery was
authorized to sell the old steam cleaner for parts. Ruffing will compose a letter to Dennis Green
of the Wyoming Highway Department with a copy to Calvin Goddard of Wyoming Dept. of
Transportation regarding tumbleweeds and drifting snow off the State's right-of-way fence lines
along HWY 85.

C.A.M.A Agreement-Assessor Elaine Griffith notified the Commissioners that the State
of Wyoming had terminated its contract with TerraScan.

Cancellation of Taxes- Approved and signed Cancellation of Tax Orders for the
following entities: Fireworks Unlimited -#00682 - $15.36; General Electric Capital Corp.-
#00683 - $27.78; Blue Dane Simmental Corp.- #00684 - $179.81; GP Electronics- #00685 -
$95.84; Peterson Automotive- #00686 - $71.52.

Hazard Mitigation Plan- Discussed costs to print the Hazard Mitigation Plan. After some
discussion, it was decided that Ruffing should submit the plan to Print Express in Torrington for
printing. The bid price was $1,293 for twenty (20) copies.

Wyoming Community Gas - Stephanie Reeves of Wyoming Community Gas met with
the Commissioners to discuss the purchasing of natural gas for Niobrara County for the Choice
Gas Program year 2004-2005. Ladwig moved, seconded by Wasserburger, to approve and sign
the Wyoming Community Gas Management Service Agreement and Agency Agreement.
MOTION CARRIED.

Lease Agreement- Met with Carmen Boussu of Niobrara Land and Title to review a lease
agreement between Niobrara County and First American Title Company, Niobrara Land Title
Branch. There was discussion regarding increasing the current rent amount paid by First
American Title. Ms. Boussu will gather more information and present a proposal at the next
Commissioners Meeting on January 20, 2004.

OJJDP Grant- The OJJDP grant has been extended to June 30, 2004.

Resolution 04-01- Federal Lands Custom/Culture/Heritage

Resolution 04-02- State Lands Custom/Culture/Heritage

Ladwig moved, seconded by Wasserburger, to approve the above listed resolutions. MOTION
CARRIED.




Elected Officials- Met with the Elected Officials and discussed the Family Medical Leave
Act and the official holiday request for the 2004 calendar year. The Elected Officials will meet
with the Commissioners at 1:30 on Feb. 3, 2004 to discuss the proposed Holiday requests. Also
discussed upcoming trials and sheriff vehicles. Zerbe was authorized to accept a bid on the 1985
Ford Bronco from Renee McElroy for $600.00. Zerbe informed the commissioners that
McElroy was made aware of existing problems with the vehicle.

Sheriff- Sheriff Zerbe presented a contract for detention employee Carol Sheehan to
attend the Wyoming Law Enforcement Academy. Ladwig moved, seconded by Wasserburger
to approve the contract. MOTION CARRIED.

Executive Session- Entered into executive session at 2:35 p.m. to discuss personnel
issues. The meeting reconvened at 2:54 p.m. There was no action taken.

Weed and Pest District- The Weed and Pest District is scheduled to meet with the
commissioners on January 20, 2004 to discuss their proposed new building.

The meeting recessed at 4:00 for a public hearing on the proposed E911 surcharge tax
increase. The meeting reconvened at 4:06 p.m.

Resolution 04-03- Wasserburger moved, seconded by Ladwig, to approve Resolution 04-
03, increasing the E911 surcharge tax from $.50 to $.75 effective April 1, 2004. MOTION
CARRIED.

Payroll and the following vouchers were approved for payment:

There being no further business, the meeting recessed until Tuesday January 20, 2004 at
9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Niobrara County Courthouse.
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December 2003 Payroll- 53862.98; Lusk State Bank- Payroll Taxes- 15,328.05; Aflac-
Employee pd. ins.- 122.50; Allbright's True Value- Supplies-181.02; Atlas Office Products-
Supplies- 88.15; Avaya Communications- Phone service agreement- 92.74; Bloomers, LLC-
Necrology- 35.00; Brice Refrigeration Inc.- Boiler and qtrly maintenance- 1,090.30; Cellular
One- Cell phones (Nov. & Dec.)- 338.24; Conoco- Gasoline (Nov. & Dec.)- 2,032.83; Dept. of
A & I- Network/internet- 44.99; Decker's Foods- Supplies, inmate meals- 555.36; General
Security- AMS Monitoring- 20.00; Hiway Brake & Alignment- Vehicle repairs - 175.56; Birch
Telecom- Basic phone service- 1,076.90; Jordan Automotive- Vehicle repair- 58.27; Kinder
Morgan, Inc.- Utilities- 2,060.17; LexisNexis- Law library- 110.00; Loyal American Life-
Employee pd. ins.- 69.31; Lusk State Bank- Supplies- 21.25; Lusk Herald- Publications- 632.70;
Niobrara County Sheriff's Office- Postage, travel expense- 101.92; Niobrara Electric
Association- Radio tower- 23.13; Niobrara Senior Center- Rent- 450.00; Office Depot- Supplies-
662.25; OfficeMax Credit Plan- Supplies- 17.98; Orchard Trust Co.- Deferred comp.- 4,840.00;
Pizza Place, LLC.-Training class meals- 63.04; Sperry Drug- Supplies - 31.17; Torrington Office
Supply- Supplies- 34.65; Town of Lusk- Utilities 1,583.27; Ultramax Ammunition- Supplies-
198.55; USP Communications- Long distance phone service- 203.44; Valley Motor Supply-
Parts & vehicle repair- 1,331.33; Visa- Travel expense, supplies- 1,333.96; Walt's Lathe &
Machine- Parts-261.94; Wyoming Child Support Enforcement- Child Support- 300.00; Walmart
Community- Supplies- 6.64; Western Plains Business- Supplies- 157.46; Wyoming Worker's
Comp.- Workers Comp.- 959.09; Wyoming.Com- Internet- 31.95; Richard A. Ladwig-Mileage-
5.60; Merback Award Co.- Recognition pins- 18.75; Donna I. Ruffing- Travel expense &
phone- 79.75; Computer Software Associates- License fee and repairs- 2,431.00; Becky L.
Freeman- Mileage- 18.48; Niobrara County Clerk- Postage- 38.40; Postmaster- Postage- 110.00;
Elaine Griffith- Supplies- 50.00; Niobrara County Assessor- Postage- 44.08; Copier Connection
Inc.- Copier service contract- 144.00; Citicorp Vendor Finance- Copier payment- 97.00; Casper
Star Tribune- Subscription- 50.70; MCI- Phone-5.11; Neve's Uniform's Inc.- New Equipment-
413.00; Gary M. Ottersbach- Employee medical- 90.00; Rawhide Cellular- Supplies- 29.99;
Doyle J. Davies- Dues & Planning & Zoning Seminar- 444.00; Niobrara County Hospital
District- 2 of 1% option tax- 5,490.37; Mary Grace Bowman- Travel- 31.92; Cicmanec-Pier-
Supplies- 336.00; Peter W. Pier- Facility, phone, transport- 1,200.00; IOS Capital- Copier
payment- 249.99; Tammie Jensen- Mileage & meals- 164.98; Denise E. Smith- Travel expense-
122.13; Edward A. Buchanan- Court appointed attorney- 395.40; H. Rick Hollon- Court
appointed attorney- 628.50; U. S. Postal Service- Postage- 210.85; Dennis C. Meier- Rent-
425.00; Black Hills Chemical Co.- Supplies- 984.75; Kaufman Glass- Repair broken safety glass
in detention- 240.10; Alsco- Shop towels & coveralls- 374.38; Amerigas- Propane bottle- 41.40;
Bartow Oil Co.- Oil- 308.00; Boldon Brothers Welding- Repairs- 210.00; John Bruch- Gravel-
650.00; Honnen Equipment Co.- Repairs, parts- 666.70; Hotsy Intermountain- New equipment-
3,850.00; Store 4- JD Parts- Parts- 42.76; Komatsu Equipment Co.- Parts- 843.95; Lawson
Products, Inc.- Parts- 235.74; M & M Shop- Auto gates- 5,820.00; Tri-State Recycling- Oil
hauling- 40.00; Wyoming Machinery Co.- Parts- 2,967.59; Kester Akers- 2 phone & internet-
28.34; Dell Government Leasing- Computer payment- 25.96; Covered Wagon Motel- Travel
expense- 178.20; Home Health Agency, LLC.- Inmate medical- 195.00; Leitheads- New
equipment- 369.99; Niobrara Electric Association- Radio repairs and new outlets in detention
kitchen- 175.12; Rexal Ryall- New equipment- 44.66; Wyoming Women's Center- Inmate
meals- 1,670.76; Robert L. Zerbe- Repairs- 517.50; Aventis Pasteur, Inc.- Fluzone vaccine-
388.96; Jeanne Stratton- Mileage- 50.00; Dell Marketing, L.P.- Networking equipment-



2,547.34; Insight Public Sector- Network equipment- 165.97; Townsend Co., Inc.- Joint owner
billing- 73.85; Xerox Corp.- Copier payment- 270.27; Hewlett-Packard Co.- Immunization Grant
Equipment- 1,782.00; McWilliams-Moody Dental Clinic- Inmate Medical- 80.00; Spiegelberg
Lumber- Hospital reconstruction- 122,400.00; Peterson Construction- Museum Bathroom
remodel- 20,285.00; W. J. Whatley, Inc.- Light Fixture-Museum- 1,650.85; AT & T- E911
Phones- 20.83; Qwest- E911 phones- 188.11; Nona Cooper- OJJDP labor- 4.50; Visionary
Communications- Internet- 20.00

Total of vouchers for payment: $274,322.67



PUBIC HEARING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
January 6, 2004

County Commissioner Chairman Donna I. Ruffing called a Public Hearing to
order at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday January 6, 2004 in the Commissioners' Room at the
Niobrara County Courthouse. Present were Ruffing, Commissioners Richard A. Ladwig,
Tom L. Wasserburger and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman. Joe Wagers and Rick Zerbe
were also present.

The purpose of the public hearing was to receive public comments regarding the
proposed increase of the E911 Emergency Surcharge Tax. The proposed increase will
raise the tax from .50 to .75 and will take effect April 2004. There was favorable
response from the audience on this increase.

The meeting adjourned at 4:06 p.m.
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