
COMMISSIONERS' PROCEEDINGS
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING

August 312004

The Niobrara County Commissioners met for their regularly scheduled meeting
on August 3,2A44 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners' Room of the Niobrma County
Courthouse. Present were Chairman Donna I. Ruffing Commissioners Richard A.
Ladwig, Tom L. Wasserburger and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman.

Wasserburger moved, seconded by Ladwig, to approve the minutes of the July 6,
2004 regular meeting, the July 12,2A04 Public Hearing and the July 13,2004 Special
Meeting. MOTION CARRIED.

Acknowledged the following receipts for the month of July from the County
Clerk ($3,860), the Comty Sheriff($22,366.78) and for the month of June from the Clerk
of District Court ($386.38).

The following business was conducted:
Road & Bddge- Met wi& Road and Bridge Foreman Fred Thomas and discussed

roads, bridges, pits, easements, and equipment.
28 Road -The Commissioners scheduled a work session on August 5 2004, to

meet with landowners on the 28 Road and Benchmark of Torrington Engineer Bob
Taylor to discuss the proposed road project.

Dept. of Transp,ortation- Discussed the removal of one of the approaches on North
28 Road. One landowner was upset and worried about snow. WYDOT stated that if
snow became a problem to contact Dennis Green. Thomas also voiced concern about
WYDOTs removal of the conctete blocks. Thomas is able to salvage the auto gaies from
the road project but the concrete blocks are destroyed when they are removed.

\&willeOuarry- Received a letter from Benchmark of Torrington stating the
anmunt of gravel the County would need to gravel the Spanish Diggings Road, This
letter serves as the authority to use County Road Frmd monies to purchase the gravel and
begin work on this project. The letter states that we will need approximately 3,000 tons to
complete the project as prescribed. We have 4,000 toas of gravel available to us.

Weed & Pest- Discussed the lot preparation and leveling required for the building
site. Thomas stated that his crew would be there on August th to begin the work. There
was discussion about renting a dozer from the Town of Lusk to help move the dirt.

Countv Attorney- Met with County Attomey Doyle J. Davies and discussed
easementso litigation, and commissioners salaries.

Ridse Road Easements- Nothing has occurred on these easements. Davies
zuggested running a title search on the eas€m€nts. Davies stated he would do the search
as long as he has all the information.

Entered into executive session at 10:24 a.m. to discuss litigation. The regular
meeting reconvened at 10:34 a.m. No action was taken

Walsh Liquor Permit- Ruffrng moved seconded by Wasserburger to approve t}le
Walsh Liquor Permit for the WalshlGibson wedding to be held September 5, 2004 at the
Niobrara Counff Fairgrounds. MOTION CARRIED.
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Town of Lusk - Met with Town of Lruk Mayor Peter W. Pier and Council
members Pat Smith, Doug Crreenough, and Sheriff Rick Zettr- ta discuss the
91l/Communications Contract. For several years, there had been no formal contract
between The Town of Lusk and Niobrara County pertaining to funding of
communications/dispatch/E9l 1. The Commissioners asked the mayor & council
members to be here to discuss future fimding because the Commissioners felt it was not
prudent to approve the contract for the sake ofhaving a contract. There was discussion
about concems pertaining to the differing budgeting schedules between the Town oflusk
and the County.

Greenough suggested visiting with the Manville & Van Tassell Town Councils
about contributing to th€ cost of operating communications. The Commissioners
suggeSed that they meet again in late August to continue discussion on this matter.

Commissioners Salary- Commissioner Wasserburger had asked County Attomey
Davies to request an Attomey General's opinion regarding Commissioners' Salaries. The
current Resolution set in July 2002 set tlre salaries at $427.17 per month and $100.00 per
meeting for all three commissioners. Attomey Davies approved the resolution at that
time. The resolution was then adjusted to keep the mid-terrn commissioner's salary, in
this case, Donna Ruffing the same as it had been previously, $328.00/month and $75.00
per meeting. Upon receiving the Attomey General's opinion, which stated that a fixed
salary be paid rnonthly, Davies recommended that the error be corrected and only the
monthly salaries be paid. l,adwig voiced concerns over essentially having to take a pay
cut and Ruf;fing was concemed about complying with one resolution and changing
another in midstram. Wasserburger thought that the salaries should be equal and
Ladwig suggested dividing the meeting money of $3 1,50O b€tween the three
commissioners and pay that amount montlly in addirion to their current monthly salary,
thereby having a fixed monthly salary. Ladwig moved, seronded by Wasserburger to
divide the meeting money by three and disperse it monthly effective Septernber l, 2004.
This will bring Wasserburger and l,adwig's salaries to $1,302.17 per month and Ruffing,s
salary to $1,253.00 per month. MOTION CARRIED.

Elected Officials & Dept. Heads- Met with the elected offrcials and department
heads and discussed ongoing office operations and county business. Discussed GASB 34
and the procedures for maintaining tlre inventory and assets.

WY Deot of Familv Services Coooerative Aseement- Iadwig moved, seconded
by Wasserburger, to sign the contract between the Niobrara County Clerk of District
Couxt and the Srate of Wyomin& Dept. of Family Services, Child Support Enforcement
Unit, for receipt and distribution of child support palments. MOTION CARRIED.

2004 Tax Levies- Wasserburger moved, seconded by Ladwig, to approve the tax
levies for Fiscal Year 20011-2005. MOTION CARRIED.

Harrison Release of Mo(ease- Ladwig moved seconded by Wasserburger, to
sign the release ofreal estate mortgage and promissory note on the John Harrison
property. The original mortgage was hled in order to collect back taxes of$9,000.
MOTIONCARRIEI)
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Official Bond & Oath- Wasserburger moved, seconded by Ladwig, to approve the
bond, with changes, for Linda Decker as Treasurer of the Library Board. MOTION
CARRIED.

Pgblic HealthNwse- Wasserburger moved seconded by Ladwig to approve and
sign the contract between the State of Wyoming Department of Health, Community and
Family Health Division's Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Section and Niobrara
County. MOTION CARRIED. This contract provides pass-through frrnds as revenue to
assist tlre county-based public heatth provider in enhaacing its capacity to plan, deliver,
and evaluate MCH services. Ttre total payment under this contract shall not exceed
$9,939.00, which shall be paid quarterly.

Paymll and th€ following vouchers were approved for payment:

Tlpre king no firth'er busirress, tlre meeting recessed. The next meeting will be
held August 17,20A4 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners' Room at the Niobrara County
Courthouse.

NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

lt

ft,",*rA 2,4/%
Donna I. Ruffing, Chaifir{an

ATTEST:

J*lrX9*^^W\:*g --,ea$.: o ,!

1r?Z ceu r-I#- *+-'1

i

Page 3 of3



July 2ffi4 Payroll- 57,834.361" Lusk State Bank- Payoll Taxes- 15,891.57; Aflac- Employee pd.
ins.- 846.28; Allbright's True Value- Supplies- 418.22; Avaya Communications- Phone service
agreement- 70.04; Bob Barker Co., Inc.- Supplies- 57 .461' Bice Refrigeration- Maintenance-
605.00; Clerk of Circuit Court- Gamishment- 386.92; Communicomm Services- Network and
internet fees- 141.95; Conoco, Inc.- Gasoline- 30.38; CPU- Supplies- 241.611' Dept. ofA & I-
Network & voter registration fees- 47.49; Decker's Foods- Meals, supplies, - 488.76; DNB
Maintenance- 213.88; Fireside Inn- Travel expense- 62.92; Fire Nebula Web Desigrr- Library
basic service needs funds- 387.50; Fresh Start Convenience Store- Gasoline- 1,669.51; Hiway
Brake & Alignment- Vehicle repairs- 933.08; Hiway Super Service- Vehicle repairs- 73.00;
Birch Telecom- Basic phone service- 862.65; Jordan Automotive- Vehicle Repairs- 154.08;
Kinder Morgan, Inc.- Utilities- 564.57; Lichen Research Center- Computer expense- 250.00;
Loyal American Life- Employee pd. ins.- 69.31; Lusk Herald- Publications & advertising -
861.60; Niobrara County Sheriffs Office- Postage- 74.00; Niobrara Electric Association- Radio
tower, maintenance & basic service needs projects- 1,748.84; Niobrara Senior Center- Rent-
450.00; Office Depot- Supplies - 169.31; OfficeMax Credit Plan- Supplies- 26.57; Orchard
Trust Co.- Deferred comp.- 7,275.00; Outpost Caf6- Juvenile meals- 54.60; Plainsman Printing-
Supplies & primary ballots- 2,438.05; S & S Auto Body- Vehicle repairs- 70.80; Sperry Drug-
Supplies - 17.21; Torrington O{fice Supply- Supplies- 161.04; Town ofl-usk- Utilities-l,560.22;
USP Communications- Long distance phone service - 213.76; Valley Motor Supply- Vehicle
repairs- 723.28; Verizon Wireless- Cell Phones- 178.77; Visa- Travel expense, schools, meals-
1,476.831' Westem Plains Business- Supplies- 5.56; Xerox Corp.- Equipment maintenance-
162.00; Richard A. Ladwig-Mileage -5.60; Donna I. Ru{fing- Travel expense & phone- 49.50;
Becky L. Freeman- Mileage 45.36; Niobrara County Clerk- Reimburse petty cash for postage,
supplies- 22.42; Teresa Poage- Bookkeeping assistance- 150.00; Visa- Postage & envelopes,
Travel- 893.25; Elaine Griffith- Travel expense- 139.74; Copier Connection Inc.- Copy
overages- 143.00; Citicorp Vendor Finance- Copier payment- 97 .00; Bian Znrbe- Training-
195.00; Niobrara County Coroner- Transportation fee- 375.00; University of Wyoming-
Supplies- 8.00; Copier Connection Inc- Copier Contract & copy overages- 242.48;Tammie
Jensen- Mileage & supplies- 313.09; Denise E. Smith- Travel- 178.38; Wells Fargo Financial-
Copier payment- 236.00; Aspen Publishers, Inc.- Subscription renewal- 2,399.62; H. Rick
Hollon- Court appointed attomey- 306.25; Symantec Corp.- Computer expense- 39.95; U.S.
Postal Service- Postage- 210.85; Dennis C. Meier- Rent - 550.00; Black Hills Chemical Co.-
Supplies- 1,460.87;' Schindler Elevator- Quarterly maintenance- 660.99; Alsco- Shop towels &
coveralls- 115.52; John Bruch- Gravel- 644.00; Brad P. Kant- Supplies- 75.00; Lawson Products,
Inc.- Parts- 81.58; Peterbilt of Wyoming- Repairs- 186.91; Kester Akers- lz phone & intemet -
27.26;Dell Govemment Leasing- Computer payment- 48.41; Covered Wagon Motel- Travel
expense- 216.00; Home Health Agency LLC.- Inmate medical- 108.34; SE Wyoming Mental
Health- Employee medical- 120.00; Wyoming Women's Center- Inmate meals- 2,525.04;
Election Systems & Supplies- Supplies- 306.91; Lisa Mellott- Mileage- 5.88; Jeane Stratton-
Ancillary Support- 50.00; Wyoming Dept. of Health- Co share of quarterly public health nurse
salxy- 2,557.62; NEWEDC- 04-05 County Share- 946.00; Townsend Co., Inc.- Joint Ovrner
Bllling- 72.311' WACO- Registration fees- 150.00; Xerox Corp.- Copier Payment & excess copy
charges- 319.47; United Rentals- Road signs- 91.25; Neil Holmes- Purchase of Weed & Pest
land- 7,500.00; Spiegelberg Lumber- Hospital remodel- 207,414.90; A T & T- E9l 1 phones-
22.16; Qwest- E91l phones- 185.63; Motorola- Radios- 19,230.42; Natalie Clark- Community
Service- 63.00; Judy Hanzlik- Community Service- 94.50; Randy Starkey- Community Service-



I 80.00; Crystal Tirado- Community Service- 252.00; Joe Wagers- Community Service- 49.50;
JGA Architects- Hospital renovations- 18,625.20


