OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF
NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, July 7, 2026
Commissioners’ Office - Niobrara County Courthouse
424 S. Elm Street, Lusk, WY

The Niobrara County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, July 7, 2026, at
8:59 a.m. Present were Chairman Patrick Wade, Vice-Chair Elaine Griffith, Commissioner Jeb
Hanson, and County Clerk Becky L. Freeman.

Also in attendance were Sheriff Randy Starkey, Brandie Bartlett of 7he Lusk Herald, Dan Ritter,

and county commissioner candidates Tiffany Thurston, Kevin Baars, J. D. Wasserburger, and John
Midkiff.

Chairman Wade led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Road & Bridge - Foreman Fred Thomas met with the Commissioners and reviewed the budget
request for the Road & Bridge department. He also discussed roads and equipment and noted that
the gravel stockpiles have been measured.

Mr. Thomas updated the Commissioners on the status of the damage to the county road signs and
said the signs have been replaced and installed.

Bore Permit - Vice-Chair Griffith moved to approve 1876 Resources’ bore permit to bore under
Manning Road. Commissioner Hanson seconded, and the motion carried.

The Commissioners discussed window washing for the courthouse and Justice Center. Vice-Chair
Griffith suggested having this performed annually and said she would contact Fish Window
Cleaning.

Homeland Security Grant - Commissioner Hanson moved to enter into a grant agreement with the
Wyoming Office of Homeland Security for the purchase of interoperable radios for the Sheriff’s
Office. Vice-Chair Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. The grant award amount is
$25,937.00 and the performance period is September 1, 2025, through August 31, 2027.

Consent Agenda - Commissioner Hanson moved to approve the consent agenda. Vice-Chair
Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda included the minutes of
the June 16, 2026, meeting and June receipts from the County Clerk for $4,252.77, and the Public
Health Nurse for $684.38.

Agreement with Thomas Y. Pickett & Company - Vice-Chair Griffith moved to approve the
agreement between Thomas Y. Pickett & Company and Niobrara County for oil companies” wells,
personal property, and equipment valuations. Commissioner Hanson seconded, and the motion
carried.

County Attorney - County Attorney Anne Wasserburger met with the Commissioners and
discussed county business. She introduced Pearce Peasley, the new deputy county attorney.

Executive Session - Vice-Chair Griffith moved to enter into executive session at 9:44 a.m. with
Sheriff Starkey, Attorney Wasserburger and Deputy Attorney Peasley pursuant to W.S. 16-4-
405(a)(ii) regarding personnel matters. Commissioner Hanson seconded, and the motion carried.
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Vice-Chair Griffith moved to leave executive session at 9:59 a.m. Commissioner Hanson
seconded, and the motion carried. No action was taken.

Elected Officials & Department Heads - Sheriff Starkey reported that the Sheriff’s Office remains
busy. He noted that the HVAC work has not yet begun and that the sprinkler system is operational
again.

Kellie Chichester reported that the phone system installation at the extension office is scheduled
for July 21*" and noted that new phones will not be needed. She said that the pumpkin patch is in
place.

Assessor Teri Stephens reported that the county review is nearly complete, and that review work
in town will begin next week. She said the mill levy letters have been sent to the special districts
and that she is working on agricultural affidavits.

Public Health Nurse Supervisor Melanie Pearce reported that a Point of Delivery (POD) exercise
was held a couple of weeks ago. She said more participants were needed, but it was good practice
for setting up and moving people through the process. She noted they will have a booth at the
fairgrounds. She was unsure of the status of the Prevention and PHRC contracts but noted that the
Workforce Services grant has additional funding to cover July through November for the
secretary’s salary.

Emergency Manager James Santistevan reported that he was monitoring the weather. He noted
there were broken trees in town and a structure fire last Thursday in which the occupants lost
everything. He contacted the Red Cross but did not receive a strong response.

Treasurer Keri Thompson provided an update on the upcoming audit and year-end matters.

County Clerk Becky Freeman said it had been busy in her office. She also reminded the candidates
that placing campaign signs on public property, real or personal, is prohibited by law, with the
exception of county fairs.

Vice-Chair Griffith said the windows would be washed again.
Commissioner Hanson had no update on the old jail.

The Commissioners met with library director Debbie Sturman, and library board members Cathy
Coon and Valerie Wasserburger to review their budget request. They also mentioned that the ledge
on the sidewalk was crumbling badly, and they would like to have it repaired.

The following vouchers were approved for payment. Bills are listed in the following format:
Vendor - Department - Description - Amount: June Payroll: $155,967.22, 14 County Tire - Sheriff
Vehicle repairs - $55.00, Aflac - General County - Supplemental insurance - $5.358.34, Allbright’s
True Value - Various - Parts, supplies - $758.92, Alsco - Various - Rugs, shop towels & coveralls
- $468.05, Anne Wasserburger - Various - Supplies, dues, publications - $1,164.30, Becky
Blackburn - VOCA grant - Schools/training, supplies - $126.56, BenchMark of Torrington -
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County Road Fund - Gravel stockpile measurement - $4,978.30, Black Hills Chemical - Various -
Supplies - $1,504.17, Black Hills Energy - Various - Utilities - $517.81, Boldon Diesel Service,
Inc. - Road & Bridge - Equipment repairs - $372.60, Center for Internet Security, Inc. - General
County - IT expense - $1,320.00, CenturyLink - Various - Telephones - $649.76; CenturyLink
Business - Various - Telephones - $83.55, Chantry Filener - General County - IT Expense -
$698.00, Chrisanna Lund - Clerk of Court - Jury fees, new equipment - $238.30, Connecting Point
Computer Centers - General County - Copier service agreements - $136.00; Converse County -
General County - IT expense - $400.00, Cory Wilcox - Coroner - Deputy coroner stipend -
$150.00; Dan Northway - Facilities - Bldg. maintenance - $375.00, Dash Medical Gloves -
Detention - Inmate meals - $77.00, Delta Dental - Various - Supplemental insurance - $851.70,
Dennis C. Meier - Magistrate - Rent - $1,000.00, Double A Properties, LLC. - Various - Rent -
$1,300.00, Elections Systems & Software - Elections - Ballot preparation - $1,859.50, Empower
Trust Company, LLC. - Various - Deferred Comp. - $24,515.00, Falen Law Office -
Commissioners - Planning & Zoning draft regulations legal review - $13.863.28, Floyd’s Truck
Center, Inc. - Road & Bridge - Parts - $635.06, Frank Parts Co. - Various - Parts and repairs -
$694.18, Geographic Innovations - Various - Mapping - $1,500.00, Governmentjobs.com, Inc. -
Various - Computer expense - $5,347.55, GreatAmerica Financial Services - Sheriff - Computer
expense - $103.00, Jameson Cleaning & Maintenance, LLC. - Various - Cleaning contract -
$8,960.00, Johnson Controls Building Solutions, LLC. - Facilities - Justice center maintenance -
$1,862.00, Jub Jub, Inc. - General County - IT expense - $117.00, Justin Jones - Facilities - Justice
Center maintenance - $250.00, Kassidy Miller - Prevention Grant - Phone, travel expenses -
$159.00, Lexie Painter - Extension - Bookkeeping contract - $600.00, Lusk Herald - General
County - Publications - $912.02; Lusk State Bank - Payroll Taxes - $45.673.96, Michelle Kremers
- Various - Travel expense - $288.55, Monica Wilcox - PHRC grant - Travel expense - $150.80,
Niobrara CDC Jury Account - Clerk of Court - Jury fees - $3,789.55, Niobrara County Circuit
Court - Payroll - Garnishment - $1,031.31, Niobrara County Library - General County -
Reimbursement for deferred compensation - $3,625.00, Olson Tire Co. - Sheriff - Tires - $957.56;
Pier Funeral Home - Coroner - Supplies - $379.03, Platt Custom Harvesting & Repair - Sheriff -
Vehicle repairs - $75.00; Rapid Fire Protection, Inc. - Facilities - Justice Center maintenance -
$1.475.00, RMS Services - Road & Bridge - Parts - $100.00, Roetman Enterprises, LLC. - Public
Health - Weed control - $85.00, Smith Psychological Services - Dispatch - Employee medical -
$400.00, Swanson Services Corp. - Detention - Commissary account - $178.38, Thomson Reuters
-West - County Attorney - Law library - $171.29, Town of Lusk - Various - Utilities - $2,717.33,
Traci Bruegger - Facilities - Cleaning contract - $4,300.00, Tyler Technologies - Treasurer -
Computer expense - $82.69, Verizon Wireless - Various - Phones and computer expense - $325.70,
Visa - Various - Supplies, postage, IT expense, computer software, transports, travel - $5,701.83,
Vision Service Plan - Various - Supplemental insurance - $441.95, Visionary Broadband - General
County - IT Expense - $480.82, Westco - Road & Bridge - Fuel - $2,642.91, Wex Bank - Various
- Fuel - $1,219.43, WY Enterprise Technology Services - Various - Computer expense -$165.51,
WYDOT Financial Services - Various - Fuel, transports - $3,273.85, Wyo Lawn & Tree - Facilities
- Lawn care - $214.00, Wyoming Dept. of Workforce Services - General County - Quarterly
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workers’ comp. - $11, 613.59, Wyoming Lawn Sprinklers - Facilities - Maintenance - $608.44,
Wyoming Machinery Co. - Road & Bridge - Cutting edges— $19,116.84; Wyoming Retirement
System - General County - Law enforcement retirement - $16,044.29, Wyoming Signs, LLC. -
Road & Bridge - Parts - $433.12, Zentron Inc. - Various - New equipment - $101,463.95. June
Total - $508,409.93

There being no further business, Chairman Wade adjourned the meeting.
NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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Patrick Wade, Chairman




