NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’” MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
OCTOBER 18, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on October 18, 2022, at 9:01 a.m.
with Chairman Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and
County Clerk Becky L. Freeman present. Members of the audience included Judy Lucas with 7he
Lusk Herald, Pat Jordan, and Sheriff Randy Starkey.

Chairman Wade led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Snow Removal Bid Opening- The Commissioners received a bid from Mountain
Diversified for snow removal for the Courthouse, Justice Center, Library and Public Health for
$2,000 per month.

Commissioner Griffith moved to reject the snow removal bid from Mountain Diversified
and put the bid out for an hourly rate instead of a monthly amount. Vice-Chairman Midkiff
seconded. Discussion was held about rebidding the project at an hourly rate and hiring someone
as a temporary employee. The county would provide a snow blower and shovels. All voted aye
and the motion carried

Road & Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas updated the Commissioners on road and bridge
business. He said they have done some road work on the Manville Spur and 20 Mile Road.

He informed them of issues he is having with one of the blades. It is an older blade and is
one that is used all of the time. He estimated it would cost approximately $5,000.00 to repair.

Pat Jordan met with the Commissioners and presented a sheriff’s report he filed on Monday
regarding a near miss accident he had on Friday with oversized farm equipment. In his report, he
stated there were no pilot cars or oversize load signage, just tractors pulling equipment. He
informed the Commissioners about other municipalities that provide emergency escorts at a
particular rate. Mr. Jordan is concerned that it is not a matter of if, but when there will be a fatality.
Sheriff Starkey said that if the load is over 16” wide it needs to have lights and flags, etc. He said
he would contact the individuals regarding this matter.

Chairman Wade recessed the regular meeting at 10:00 a.m. to conduct a public hearing for
a change of zoning request for The Ruffing Revocable Trust. They are requesting a change of
zoning from agriculture to commercial on a parcel of land located in the SESW of Section 8, T33N,
R63W, to construct a 50’ Rohn 45 guyed tower for internet transmission. There was no one present
to speak in favor of or in opposition to the change. Chairman Wade closed the public hearing at
10:02 a.m. and reconvened the regular meeting.

Change of Zoning- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the change of zoning from
agricultural to commercial for The Ruffing Revocable Trust for the above stated purpose. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Old Business- There is still nothing to report on the SLIB easements and Clerk Freeman
said she has applied for the second round of funding for the American Rescue Plan Account.

Old Jail- The Commissioners reviewed the asbestos report from Robinson Construction,
Inc. for the old jail.

The Commissioners acknowledged that the fire ban expired on October 15, 2022 and
discussed the dissolution of the Long-Term Recovery Joint Powers Board. The Board was formed
in 2016 and the agreement stated that it would dissolve in five years after the formation. There
was no funding allocated to this board.

Commissioner Griffith updated the Board on weed and tree removal at the public health
building and they discussed improvements that need to be done at the building.

County Attorney- Anne Wasserburger met with the Commissioners and discussed county
business. Sheriff Randy Starkey and Prevention Specialist Katie Krein joined the meeting and the
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group discussed the Community Juvenile Services Board Grant Program, grant funding for the
program, office space, and hiring someone to manage the cases.

The Commissioners and Sheriff Starkey discussed the vehicles for sale from Converse
County.

After some discussion, Commissioner Griffith moved to purchase the three vehicles from
the Converse County Sheriff’s Office using ARPA funding for a total of $35,000. Vice-Chairman
Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Planning and Zoning Manual Rewrite- Planning and zoning board members Dan Henry
Hanson, Sena Pearson, Jordan Reed, Brian Zerbe and BenchMark of Torrington Engineers Josh
Harkins, Brian Wakefield and Ben Martin met with the Commissioners and discussed plans
moving forward with the Planning & Zoning manual rewrite. Mr. Harkins said that pursuant to
the contract, they are to have the manual completed by April 4, but he thought it might be done
sooner. He would like to schedule a meeting with the Commissioners and Planning and Zoning
on the second meeting of each month until the project is complete.

Consent agenda- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the consent agenda. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were the
minutes of the October 4, 2022 meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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