NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
NOVEMBER 15, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on November 15, 2022, at 9:02 a.m.
with Chairman Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and
County Clerk Becky L. Freeman present. Members of the audience included Judy Lucas with 7he Lusk
Herald and Sheriff Randy Starkey.

Chairman Wade led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Wade recessed the regular meeting to conduct a public hearing on retail liquor license
renewals for the Pronghorn Bar and Paleo Park. Clerk Freeman stated copies of the applications had
been submitted to the State Liquor Division for review and everything was in order. Sheriff Starkey had
no comments on the matter.

There being no further comments, Chairman Wade closed the public hearing and reconvened the
regular meeting to order at 9: 05 a.m.

Retail Liquor License Renewals- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the renewal of retail
liquor licenses for Arlene Rapp, doing business as Paleo Park and for Rex F. Groves, doing business as
the Pronghorn Bar. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Ty Molzahn met with the Commissioners to discuss his wish to donate a small parcel of land he
owns near the Blue-Sky Inn. The Commissioners said that a survey would need to be conducted and
more discussion held before accepting his offer.

County Treasurer Keri Thompson discussed legislation regarding the option to implement a
county-optional property tax refund program.

Old Business- The Commissioners discussed the Community Juvenile Services Program.
Commissioner Griffith said the grant application has been submitted and WYOHelp in Torrington has
placed a help wanted ad for someone to work in the program.

Commissioner Griffith discussed an updated list of remodels for the public health building. She
stated she would develop a request for bids and submit ads to the paper.

Alsco Textile Rental Services Agreement- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve the Alsco
Textile Rental Services Agreement. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried.

Predator Board Sportsman Member Appointment- The Commissioners received a request from
the Predator Board regarding the appointment of a Sportsman member. Gary Bayne currently holds this
position and his term is up. He has served his limit of six consecutive years in this position. The Predator
Board recommended that the Commissioners dismiss the At-Large member and fill that position with
Mr. Bayne. They then recommended appointing the At-Large member to serve as the Sportsman
member. The Commissioners felt they needed guidance from the County Attorney before acting on this
matter.

The Commissioners discussed a Notice of Projects on State Lands- Lessee Notification consent
regarding early stages of siting a new energy project in eastern Wyoming which is known as the
Pronghorn Clean Hydrogen Center. The project would take place on various leased state lands and the
county is a sublessee on state lands for the radio tower on 77 Hill. No action was taken at this time.

The Commissioners reviewed a quote from Rawhide Fabrication for 20 7° x 10’ auto gates for
$22,000.00. The Commissioners will review this quote with Road and Bridge Foreman Fred Thomas.

County Attorney- Anne Wasserburger joined the meeting and the group discussed county
business. She noted that the BLM Memorandum of Understanding appeared to be in order and could be
signed. The next topic of discussion was whether or not the Predator Board could appoint someone who
had served the maximum time in one position to a different position.

Attorney Wasserburger stated she had a conversation with the Attorney General’s Office
regarding this matter and it was pointed out that county attorneys cannot and should not advise boards.

She stated that she would contact the Predator Board to respond to the board appointment
question and explain the statutory mandates.
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NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
NOVEMBER 15, 2022

Consent Agenda- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the consent agenda. Vice-Chairman
Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda included the minutes of the
November 1, 2022, meeting, receipts for the month of October from the Sheriff for $467.00, and from
the Clerk of District Court for $808.00, a petition of affidavit for reduction of taxes for Hailey Bruegger
from the 2022 tax roll for ($1,794.97) and a tax roll supplement from PGC LLC, resulting in an increase
in taxes of $2,119.68 from the 2021 tax year.

BLM Memorandum of Understanding- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve the MOU
between the Bureau of Land Management and Niobrara County establishing Niobrara County as a
Cooperating Agency for the purpose of preparing the Newcastle & Nebraska Resource Management
Plan Revision and Environmental Impact Statement. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion
carried.

The Commissioners also discussed entering into a Memorandum of Understanding with the
BLM to allow Niobrara County to serve as a Cooperating Agency in the Greater Sage Grouse Plan
Amendment.

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the pre-scoping comments regarding the Newcastle
Resource Management Plan Revision. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A 1/t

Patrick Wade, Chairman

Attest:

Lo AR pomen

Becky L{Freeman, County Clerk
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