NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS® MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
MAY 17, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on May 17, 2022, at 9:02 a.m. with Chairman
Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and County Clerk Becky L.
Freeman present. Members of the audience included Tyler Martineau with The Lusk Herald and Kurt Gaukel.

Public Hearing- Chairman Wade called the public meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. to receive public
comments on amending the Niobrara County Natural Resource Plan by adding the Socio-Economic Report. There
was no one in attendance to speak in favor of or in opposition to the plan amendment. Chairman Wade closed
the hearing at 9:05 a.m.

Commissioner Griffith moved to amend the Natural Resource Plan by adding the Socio-Economic report.
Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Road & Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas reported on road and bridge business. He said that the North Lance
Creek Road Rehabilitation Project is nearing completion.

He also stated that he has priced fuel and will try to secure a contract for diesel fuel for six months. He
will report back at a later meeting.

He also discussed purchasing a fuel tank to have onsite, but had concerns about having that large a quantity
of fuel on hand in case something happens.

He also updated them on his employee that needs to obtain a CDL. He said the course is available on line.

The group discussed the condition of the old jail and its possible removal. Chairman Wade asked if the
road and bridge crew could possibly remove it. Foreman Thomas said he would take a look at it.

Dispatch Supervisor L. D. Stone and Detention Licutenant James Frye met with the Commissioners to
discuss the air conditioner in the justice center’s server room. He said it will need replaced instead of repaired
due to its age. He submitted a proposal from Long Mechanical Solutions for the replacement at a cost of $7445.00.

Jail Server Room Air Conditioner Replacement- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to accept the proposal
for the replacement of the air conditioning unit in the justice center’s server room. Commissioner Griffith
seconded, and the motion carried.

Fairgrounds Cleaning Contract- Matt Jameson owner of Jameson Cleaning and Maintenance met with the
Commissioners to discuss the renewal of the cleaning contract for the fairgrounds. Mr. Jameson asked for a raise
as he hasn’t had one since the contract was originally let in 2018 and currently makes $6,800.00 per month.

The Commissioners offered $7,500.00 per month and Mr. Jameson agreed.

Fairgrounds Cleaning Contract Extension- Commissioner Griffith moved to extend the cleaning contract
for two years with an increase in monthly pay to $7,500.00. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion
carried.

They also discussed purchasing weed killer and fertilizers. Mr. Jameson said he can purchase the
chemicals out of county at a lesser price, but the Commissioners asked if he would contact the local weed & pest
district to see if they would match the price.

Courthouse Cleaning Contract- Traci Bruegger met with the Commissioners to discuss the extension of
her cleaning contract for the courthouse, justice center and library.

She would prefer to do the contract without snow removal. She thought that there would be plenty of individuals
that would be interested in snow removal.

Chairman Wade said he would be willing to look for someone to take on the snow removal portion of the
contract if that was her sticking point.

County Attorney- Attorney Anne Wasserburger met with the Commissioners and the group discussed the
county’s management policy. Mrs. Wasserburger had looked at other county’s plans for drug and alcohol and stated she
liked Laramie County’s policy and part of Albany County’s. IT would read that all CDL holders and sheriff’s officers
will be randomly tested. She said the Commissioners could add the clause that anyone else that operates a county vehicle
may be randomly tested.

Old business- There was nothing new to report on the state easements, repairs to the fairgrounds roof or
plans to use the American Rescue Plan funds.

Commissioner Griffith noted that the Planning and Zoning Policy Manual Rewrite will be sent out today.




NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
MAY 17,2022

24-Hour Catering Permits- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve three 24-Hour Catering Permits for
the Lusk Liquor Store to sell alcoholic beverages for the Elk’s Convention being held May 19, 20, and 21, 2000.
Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

24-Hour Catering Permit- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve a 24-Hour Catering Permit for Spirits
to sell alcohol and the School District’s End of the School Year party on May 20, 2022, Commissioner Griffith
seconded, and the motion carried.

24-Hour Malt Beverage Permit- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve a 24-Hour Malt Beverage
Permit for Adele Cass to give away malt beverages for Lu Kasper’s Retirement Party on May 20 2022. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded and the motion carried.

24-Hour Malt Beverage Permit Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve a 24-Hour Malt Beverage
Permit for Jessie Reed to have a surprise party on May 30. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion
carried.

Assessment Roll- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the 2022 Assessment Roll provided by the
County Assessor. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Agreement with Thomas Y. Pickett & Company, Inc.- Commissioner Griffith moved to sign the
agreement between Thomas Y. Pickett and Niobrara County for oil well, personal property and equipment
valuations, Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Resolution 22-06- Elected Official’s Salaries — Commissioner Griffith moved to approve Resolution 22-
06, a resolution setting Elected Officials’ Salaries for next four years for the County Clerk, Treasurer, Assessor,
Sheriff, County Attorney, Clerk of District Court and Coroner with a 4% increase per year. The
commissioners’ salaries will remain at the current rate for the next four years. Vice-Chairman Midkiff
seconded, and the motion carried. A complete copy of the resolution is on file in the county clerk’s office and
on the county’s website at: www.niobraracounty.org/ departments/_commissioners/Resolutions.asp.

Consent Agenda- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner
Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were the minutes of the May 3, 2022
meeting and Petitions of Affidavits for Rebates of Taxes for #11-2021- Synergy Offshore LLC.- 2018 Tax roll-
$273.10, #12-2021- Synergy Offshore LLC.- 2019 Tax roll- $510.60, #13-2021- Synergy Offshore LLC.- 2020
Tax roll- $313.19

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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