NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
MARCH 15, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on March 15, 2022, at 9:04 a.m.
with Chairman Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and
County Clerk Becky L. Freeman present. Members of the audience included Tyler Martineau with
The Lusk Herald and Bronwyn Lance, Field Representative for Senator Cynthia Lummis.

Road & Bridge- Josh Harkins, with BenchMark of Torrington met with the Commissioners
and presented a Notice to Proceed to sign for the North Lance Creek Road Project.

Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to sign the Notice to Proceed with JW Services for the 2022
North Lance Creek Road project. Commissioner Griffith seconded and the motion carried.

Gravel Proposals- Commissioner Griffith moved to accept and sign a proposal with Mobile
Concrete for 25,000 tons of gravel from the Manville Pit at $8.50 per ton. Vice-Chairman Midkiff
seconded, and the motion carried.

Commissioner Griffith moved to accept and sign a proposal with Timberline Services, Inc.
for 10,000 tons of gravel from the Ruffing Pit at $8.75 per ton. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded,
and the motion carried.

Old Business- There was nothing to report on the SLIB easements or from the WY
Banker’s Association regarding a liquor permit for their annual meeting.

Management Policy Plan Review- Due to a scheduling conflict Commissioner Griffith
asked to meet with the Elected Officials on March 21, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. to review and revise the
plan.

Dru Bower with DRU Consulting called into the meeting to update the Commissioners on
the Newcastle Bureau of Land Management Resource Management Plan Revision. She said she
did not have a lot of new information for them at this time.

County Attorney- County Attorney Anne Wasserburger met with the Commissioners and
said the agreement with Wyoming Behavioral Institute was ready to sign.

Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to sign the Letter of Agreement between Niobrara County
and Wyoming Behavioral Institute for costs of treatment during involuntary hospitalization
proceedings. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried.

Lance Creek Water and Sewer District board members, Wylie McGuire and Todd Nelson,
met with the Commissioners to continue discussions about the water well situation at Lance Creek.
Susan McGuire presented a quote for costs to purchase a well from the Wyoming Water
Development Commission (WWDC) as well as costs to setup connections for approximately
$52,000.

The Commissioners reviewed the renewal packet for health insurance. They laid this matter
back until the next meeting,

Consent Agenda- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the consent agenda. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were the
minutes of the March 5, 2022 meeting and receipts for February from the County Clerk for
$3,326.00, from the Sheriff for $629.00 and from the Clerk of Court for $735.00.

Wyoming Wildland Fire Management Operating Plan- Commissioner Griffith moved to
sign the operating plan for 2022. Vice-chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Senator Cheri Steinmetz met with the Commissioners to discuss the recent legislative
budget session, including funding for local governments, broadband and redistricting. Also in
attendance were Town of Lusk Council Members Tom Dooper, Dean Nelson, Chantry Filener,
and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Desi LeLoux. Lance Creek Water and Sewer District board members,
Wylie McGuire, Todd Nelson, and Clerk/Treasurer Susan McGuire were also present. Tyrel
Owens, Project Manager with Midwest Assistance Program attended via Zoom.
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Wylie McGuire, Todd Nelson, and Clerk/Treasurer Susan McGuire were also present. Tyrel
Owens, Project Manager with Midwest Assistance Program attended via Zoom.

The group discussed using American Rescue Plan (ARPA) funds to assist the Lance Creek
Water and Sewer District in purchasing the WWDC’s interest in the State No. 2 Test Well.

Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to authorize the County to contribute $16,500.00, half of
the purchase price, using American Rescue Funds to assist the Lance Creek Water and Sewer
District in purchasing the interest in the well. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion
carried. The District will contribute the additional $16,500.00 to complete the payment.
Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried.

The group also discussed using ARPA funds to possibly aid in the repairs to the fairgrounds
roof.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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