NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
MARCH 1, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on March 1, 2022 at 9:04 a.m.
with Chairman Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and
County Clerk Becky L. Freeman present. Also in attendance were Tyler Martineau with The Lusk
Herald and Bronwyn Lance, Field Representative for Senator Cynthia Lummis.

Road & Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas met with the Commissioners and discussed county
business.

He has received quotes for gravel from Timberline Services, Inc. & Mobile Concrete.

Brian Wakefield, engineer with BenchMark of Torrington, joined the meeting, and
presented the agreement between Niobrara County and JW Services for the 2022 North Lance
Creek Road Rehabilitation project.

Commissioner Griffith moved to sign the agreement with JW Services for the 2022 North
Lance Creek Road Rehabilitation project. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion
carried. The contract amount is for $180,611.00.

Chairman Wade reported on the American Rescue Plan funds, which were discussed during
the Wyoming County Commissioners Association’s legislative meeting.

Management Policy Plan Review- Commissioner Griffith asked to meet with the Elected
Officials on March 15, 2022 to review and revise the plan.

Elected Officials and Department Heads- Kellie Chichester, 4-H Youth Educator said they
are in the process of hiring judges for fair, will have a pesticide training on March 8" at the
fairgrounds and that they have a new doorbell chime to alert them when someone comes in to the
building.

Chrisanna Lund, Clerk of the District Court, said the plaster above the courtroom is falling
into the ceiling tiles and she is concerned that it might fall during court. She asked if someone
could remove larger chunks of plaster.

Teri Stephens, Assessor, said that oil and gas renditions and last year’s reviews were
entered.

Cary Gill, Sheriff, said they have nine inmates and Dispatch Supervisor Stone has had the
cameras replaced.

Darcy Cowardin, RN, BSN, County Nurse Manager, and Michelle Kremers, Niobrara
County Public Health Nurse, joined the meeting to introduce themselves. Ms. Cowardin said the
office hours for public health are Tuesday and Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is closed
through lunch. Ms. Kremers said she has been busy with public health and doing a lot of training.

Becky L. Freeman, County Clerk, discussed legislative items of interest.

Vice-Chairman Midkiff and Commissioner Griffith discussed the Lusk Ambulance Needs
Assessment meeting they attended on February 28, 2022. Both said it was very informative.

County Attorney- County Attorney Anne Wasserburger said the contract with Wyoming
Behavioral Institute was still on hold. She presented a letter to submit with the payment to Jordan
Towing explaining that the county was only paying for the abandoned vehicle fees on his invoice
pursuant to Wyoming state statutes.

At the request of Regional Public Health Supervisor, Melanie Pearce, Vice-Chairman
Midkiff moved to approve the addition of Darcy Cowardin, RN, BSN, County Nurse Manager, to
the Public Health Nurse credit card account and the Lusk State Bank checking account.
Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried.

Consent Agenda- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the consent agenda. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were the
minutes of the February 15, 2022 meeting.




The Commissioners agreed to compose a letter of support for Lexi Dockery to submit,
along with her application to the governor, to be considered for the Northeast Youth Board
Member for the Wyoming Department of Agriculture.

The Commissioners, Susan McGuire, Wylie McGuire, Todd Nelson, Donna Harvey all
with the Lance Creek Water and Sewer District and Tyrell Owens with Midwest Assistance
Program, met with Jason Mead, Bill Brewer and Brandon Gebhart of the Wyoming Water
Development Office to continue discussions about purchasing a water well outright from the state
and funding avenues.

The district asked if there were any American Rescue Plan Account (ARPA) monies
available to use for this project.

Chairman Wade said they would be more open to using ARPA funds if they were used as
a match and there was an indication that the district members were contributing also.
Commissioner Griffith stated she would like to see something in writing regarding the well
purchase price and what the district thinks they can contribute.

Payroll and the following vouchers were approved for payment:

Bills are listed in the following format: Vendor — Department — Description — Amount:
Aflac- Various- Supplemental insurance- $6660.75, Allbright’s True Value- Various- supplies - $144.59, Alsco-
Road & Bridge- Shop towels & coveralls- $326.56, Anne Wasserburger- County Attorney- Supplies- $26.49, Ashley
Clark- Sheriff- Alcohol Compliance Checks- $60.00, B. P. O. Does #64- Commissioners- Safety meeting meal-
$1619.20, Becky Blackburn- County Attorney- Supplies- $54.89, Becky L. Freeman- County Clerk- Travel
expense- $162.40, BenchMark of Torrington, PC- County Road Fund- Engineering Fees- $420.70, Benzel Pest
Control, Inc.- Detention- Pest control- $89.02, Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial- Various- Cleaning &
maintenance supplies- $819.15, Black Hills Energy- Various- Utilities- $2448.55, Blue Cross Blue Shield of WY-
Co admin- Health insurance- $19929.00, Boldon Welding & Repair, LLC. Road & Bridge- Equipment repairs-
$36.00, Canon Financial Services, Inc.,- General County- Copier service agreements- $380.00, Century Link-
Various- Telephones, E911 - $2054.47, Century Link Business Services- Various- Telephone- $70.28, Christina
Zumbrennen- Detention Center- Inmate medical- $1125.00, Connecting Point Computer Centers- Various- Copier
service agreements- $378.35, Cory Wilcox- Coroner- Deputy coroner stipend - $120.00, Creative Product Source,
Inc.- Detention Center- Supplies- $85.23, Dash Medical Gloves- Detention- Supplies- $476.70, Decker’s Market-
Various- Supplies, inmate medical - $64.06, Delta Dental of WY- Various- Dental insurance- $1299.00, Dennis C.
Meier- Circuit Court Magistrate- Office rent- $1000.00, Dooley Oil Inc.- Nebraska- Road & Bridge- Oil- $1504.08,
Double A Properties, LLC.- County Attorney- Office rent- $1000.00, Frank Parts Co.- Road & Bridge- Parts-
$554.05, Fusion Cloud Service- Various- Telephones- $848.51, Geographic Innovations- Various- Professional
mapping & computer expense- $1350.00, Great-West Trust Co., LLC.- Various- Deferred compensation
contribution- $18010.00, Goshen County Detention Center- Inmate housing and medical- $1720.77, Great Western
Tire Company- Road & Bridge- Tires- $1368.24, GreatAmerica Financial Services.- Sheriff- Copier service
agreements- $228.13, Hiway Brake & Alignment- Sheriff- Vehicle repairs- $63.73, Jameson Cleaning &
Maintenance- Fairgrounds & courthouse- FG cleaning contract & maintenance- $7511.92, , Jordan Towing- Sheriff
Dept.- Abandoned vehicle- $100.00, Lusk Herald- Various- Publications- $1479.45, Lusk State Bank- Co admin-
Payroll taxes- $34059.48, MasterCard- Various- Supplies, travel, postage, computer expense, IT expense, new
equipment- $4010.35, Niobrara County Clerk- County Clerk- Postage- $25.28, New Jersey Family Support
Payment Center- Payroll- Child support- $862.33, Niobrara County Circuit Court- Payroll- Garnishment-
$1129.76, Niobrara County Hospital District- 1% Option Tax - $14063.01, Niobrara County Library- General
County- Library deferred compensation- $1725.00, Niobrara Electric Association- Various- Radio tower electricity-
$56.08, Office Depot- County Clerk- Supplies- $65.15, Plainsman Printing & Supply- County Clerk- Photo record
books & paper- $1561.68, Porter, Muirhead, Cornia & Howard- General County- Audit- $20,000.00, Rawhide
Drug Company- Detention Center - Inmate medical- $398.43, Richard Jones DDS, LLC.- Detention- Inmate
medical- $123.00, Schindler Elevator Corp.- General County- Quarterly elevator maintenance payment- $1329.69,
Swanson Services Corp.- Detention Center- Inmate Commissary- $173.74, Team Laboratory Chemical, LLC.-
Fairgrounds- Cleaning supplies- $207.08, The Master’s Touch- Assessor- Mailing service- $207.98, The Radar
Shop-Sheriff- Radio repair & expense- $207.98, Torrington Office Supply- Various- Supplies- $176.15, Town of
Lusk- Various- Utilities- $2931.86, Traci Bruegger- Facilities- Cleaning contract- $4500.00, Transwest Ford- Road
& Bridge- Equipment repair- $603.69, Tyler Technologies- Treasurer- Computer expense- $82.69, Valley Motor



Supply- Road & Bridge- Parts- $743.64, Verizon Wireless- Various- Cell phones, computer expense & base fee-
$339.90, Vision Service Plan- Various- Vision Insurance $430.42 Visionary Broadband- Various- I T expense-
$448.85, WEBT- Co admin- Life insurance- $207.00, Westco- Road & Bridge- Dyed diesel- $6457.15, Whitaker
Oil- Various- Fuel- $3869.50, Wyoming Child Support- Payroll- Child Support- $766.04, WY Enterprise
Technology Services- Various- I T expense- 18.33, Wyoming Machinery Co.- Road & Bridge- Parts- $1824.27,
Wyoming Network, Inc.- General County- I T expense- $200.00, Wyoming Women’s Center- Detention- Inmate
meals- $3735.68 Xerox Corp.- Co admin- Copier service agreement- $129.06, Grand total- $183824.46

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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Becky L Freeman, County Clerk



