NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
JUNE 7, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on June 7, 2022, at 9:02 a.m. with
Chairman Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and County
Clerk Becky L. Freeman present. Members of the audience included Tyler Martineau with The Lusk
Herald, Bronwyn Lance, Field Representative and Communications Advisor for Senator Cynthia M.
Lummis, and Marlin Godfrey.

Road & Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas reported on road and bridge business. Engineer Josh
Harkins, with BenchMark of Torrington, joined the meeting and presented a pay request for JW Services
for work performed on the North Lance Creek Road Rehabilitation Project.

Kellie Chichester, UW Extension Educator met with the Commissioners and introduced Mandy
Marney, Associate Director for the University of Wyoming Extension. Ms. Marney discussed plans for
4-H education in Niobrara County and how extension will look in the future.

The Commissioners met with the elected officials and department heads and discussed office
operations and county business. The consensus of the courthouse electeds was that they were starting to
return to normal after the cyber incident of May 21, however, some offices were waiting on a “clean bill
of health” from the forensic company monitoring the incident before they can connect to state sites such
as the Department of Revenue, the Supreme Court and the Secretary of State, which they use regularly in
their daily course of business.

Emergency Manager James Santistevan recommended tabling the backup generator for the
courthouse. He hasn’t received any further information from the state regarding the historical information
submitted and the price of the generator keeps increasing. The Commissioners agreed to this.

Chantry Filener met with the Commissioners and elected officials and updated them on the cyber
incident. He said he had been working closely with Kroll, the forensic company, to try and rectify the
situation. The Commissioners thanked him for his efforts to get the courthouse back up and running.

County_Attorney- Anne Wasserburger met with the Commissioners to discuss county business.
Sheriff Cary Gill was also in attendance.

The group discussed Sheriff Gill’s desire to finish the remainder of his term and rescind his
resignation he submitted at the May 18™ meeting. After some research, Attorney Wasserburger said he
as wable to rescind his resignation, because he is an elected official and a vacancy had not yet been
declared.

Executive Session- Commissioner Griffith moved to enter executive session at 11:25 a.m. with
Attorney Wasserburger to discuss a real estate transaction. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the
motion carried. Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to leave executive session at 11:40 a.m. Commissioner
Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. There was no action taken.

Sale and Purchase of Real Property- Commissioner Griffith moved to enter into an agreement with
Lime Rock Resources VA, L.P. for $97,500.00 for the purchase of real property for a new Public Health
office. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. The property is located at 701 S. Main
Street and is described as follows: Lot Twenty (20), Block Fifty-One (51) in the Pioneer Townsite
Company’s Fifth Addition to the Town of Lusk. American Rescue Plan funds will be used to purchase
this building.

Attorney Wasserburger also recommended tabling the two contracts between the Wyoming
Department of Health and Niobrara County for the County Health Officer position and the Public Health
Response Coordination position as there was language in the contracts that she felt needed corrected.

Traci Bruegger met with the Commissioners and discussed the extension of her cleaning contract
for the Courthouse, Library, and Justice Center. She said she was willing to continue the contract but
without the snow removal portion. She also said she would reduce the monthly contract amount to
$4,300.00 since snow removal is no longer a factor.
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The Commissioners held a phone conference with Dru Bower of DRU Consulting to discuss the
Newcastle BLM Resource Management Plan and the supplemental application for Federal Natural
Resource Policy Account (FNRPA) funding.

Extension of Fairgrounds Cleaning Contract- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to sign the
fairgrounds cleaning contract extension between Jameson Cleaning and Maintenance and Niobrara
County. The terms of the contract remain the same except for a pay increase to $7500 per month.
Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. The contract will end on June 30, 2024.

Planning and Zoning Request for Proposal Informational Meeting- The Commissioners met with
Planning and Zoning Chairman Sena Pearson, Josh Harkins with BenchMark of Torrington, and the
following individuals via Zoom: Brian Zerbe, Planning and Zoning, and representatives from AVI of
Cheyenne, Ayres Associates in Fort Collins, and Bureau of Community Consultants. Chairman Wade
explained the reason for the RFP and provided the background for planning and zoning. He stated that
the current planning and zoning manual does not address green energy projects and noted the manual is
outdated.

Memorandum of Understanding- Commissioner Griffith moved to sign the Memorandum of
Understanding between the University of Wyoming and Niobrara County which formalizes the
longstanding relationships between the University and Niobrara County for extension services.
Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Planning and Zoning Board Member Reappointment- Commissioner Griffith moved to reappoint
Sena Pearson to the Niobrara County Planning and Zoning Commissioner for a three-year term beginning
on July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2025. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Library Board Member Appointment- Commissioner Griffith moved to appoint Rick Luchsinger
to the Niobrara County Library Board with his term beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2025.
Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Library Board Member Reappointment- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to reappoint Valerie
Wasserburger to the Niobrara County Library Board with her term beginning July, 2022 and ending June
20, 2025. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried.

Commissioner Griffith moved to ratify a Statement of Work between Kroll Associates and Shook,
Hardy & Bacon, LLP., as counsel for Niobrara County (client) for information security and computer
forensics services. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

24-Hour Catering Permit- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to ratify the approval of a 24-Hour
Catering Permit for Spirits to sell alcoholic beverages at the Hanson/Cass wedding reception being held
June 4, 2022. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried.

Commissioner Griffith moved to sign the authorization letter for a niobraracountywy.gov domain
registration. Vice Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Consent Agenda- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the consent agenda. Vice-Chairman
Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were the minutes of the May 17,
2022 meeting and receipts for May from the County Clerk for $6,112.88, from the Sheriff for $360.00,
and from Public Health for $335.95.

Payroll and the following vouchers were approved for payment:




Bills are listed in the following format: Vendor- Department- Description- Amount- May Payroll- $105777.28, Aflac-
Various- Supplemental insurance- $6891.34, Allbright’s True Value- Various- Parts, supplies- $128.74, Alsco- Road
& Bridge- Shop towels & coveralls- $311.13, Anne Wasserburger- County Attorney- Supplies- $54.55, Barnes Law,
LLC.- Clerk of Court- Court appointed attorney- $320.00, Becky Blackburn- County Attorney- Supplies- $34.26,
BenchMark of Torrington- County Road Fund- Engineering fees- $630.36, Benzel Pest Control- Detention- Pest
Control- $89.02, Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial- Various- Cleaning & maintenance supplies- $799.31, Black Hills
Energy- Various- Utilities- $1772.61, Blue Cross Blue Shield of WY- Co admin- Health insurance- $20523.00, Body
Builders Body Shop- Road & Bridge- Equipment repairs- $105.00, Boldon Welding & Repair, LLC.- Road & Bridge,
Sherift- Parts, repairs- $318.53, Canon Financial Services, Inc.,- General County- Copier service agreements- $710.00,
Casper-Natrona County Health Dept. -Public Health- Medical supplies- $120.00, Century Link- Various- Telephones,
E911 - $2064.12, Century Link Business Services- Various- Telephone- $91.82, Clark’s Tires- Sherift- Tires- $217.98,
Connecting Point Computer Centers- Various- Copier service agreements- $280.00, Cory Wilcox- Coroner- Deputy
coroner stipend - $120.00, Creative Product Source, Inc.- Detention- Supplies- $163.20, Decker’s Market- Various-
Supplies, inmate medical, commissary account - $80.49, Delta Dental of WY- Various- Dental insurance- $1267.10,
Dennis C. Meier- Circuit Court Magistrate- Office rent- $1000.00, Double A Properties, LLC.- County Attorney-
Office rent- $1000.00, Equiture- Dispatch- I T Expense- $3513.30, Frank Parts Co.- Road & Bridge- Parts- $820.50,
Gas Fire Services- Assessor- Vehicle repairs- $70.76, Geographic Innovations- Assessor- Professional mapping -
$1400.00, Great-West Trust Co., LLC.- Various- Deferred compensation contribution- $16870.00, Goshen County
Detention Center- Detention- Inmate housing and medical (2 months)- $3387.78, Great Western Tire Co.- Road &
Bridge- Equipment repairs- $9229.36 GreatAmerica Financial Services.- Sheriff- Copier service agreements- $103.00,
Hiway Brake & Alignment- Sheriff- Vehicle repairs- $136.23, Honey Badger Towing & Recovery, LLC.- Sheriff-
Abandoned vehicles- $609.00, International Municipal Signal Assoc.- Dispatch- I T expense- $350.00, Jameson
Cleaning & Maintenance- Facilities- Fairgrounds cleaning contract - $6800.00, JW Services, LLC.- County Road
Fund- Pay Request 2- $120571.53, Katie Krein- Prevention Grant- Phone, IT expense, Operational Supports- $109.13,
Ken Brown- Clerk of Court- Court appointed attorney- $110.00, Lance Creek Water & Sewer Dist.- ARPA- Aid in
funding new water well- $16500.00, Lusk Herald- General County- Publications- $3394.49, Lusk State Bank- Various-
Payroll taxes & supplies-31026.77, MasterCard- Various- Supplies, travel, postage, computer expense, IT expense,
new equipment- $3201.96, Matthew Gordon- Public Health Response Coordinator- Phone - $40.00, Michelle
Kremers- Various- Travel, supplies - $91.26, Miller Construction- Facilities- Library concrete work- $3400.00, NCIC
Inmate Communications- Detention- Inmate phone- $173.16, Nebraska Safety & Fire Equipment, Inc. — Facilities-
Justice center maintenance- $310.00, Niobrara County Assessor- Various- Supplies- $71.11, Niobrara County Hospital
District- 1% Option Tax - $13322.16, Niobrara County Library- General County- Library deferred compensation-
$1725.00, Niobrara County Public Health- Prevention grant- Indirect costs- $232.70, Niobrara County Weed & Pest
Control Dist.- Fairgrounds- Fertilizer & weed killer- $1437.60, Niobrara Electric Association- Various- Radio tower
electricity- $53.96, Park County Commissioners- Commissioners- Co. share of congressional tour dues- $364.00,
Rawhide Drug Company- Detention Center - Inmate medical- $304.52, Schindler Elevator Corp.- Facilities- Quarterly
maintenance fee- $1329.69, Smith Psychological Services- Dispatch- Employee medical- $400.00, Swanson Services
Corp.- Detention Center- Inmate Commissary- $376.84, Team Laboratory Chemical, LLC.- Road & Bridge- Gas/Oil-
$897.50- Teri Stephens- Facilities- Supplies- $81.82, Terry Griffith- Facilities- Disposal fees for waste at old jail-
$70.00, Texas Refinery Corp.- Road & Bridge- Oil- $1089.00, The Master's Touch, LLC.- Assessor- Mailing service-
$918.20, Thomson Reuters-West- County Attorney- Law library- $163.91, Timberline Services, Inc.- County Road
Fund- Gravel- $87500.00, Torrington Office Supply- Various- Supplies- $35.72, Town of Lusk- Various- Ultilities-
$2354.27, Traci Bruegger- Facilities- Cleaning contract- $4500.00, Transwest Ford- Road & Bridge- Parts- $286.04,
, Tyler Technologies- Various- Computer expense- $3911.54, Valley Motor Supply-Road & Bridge- Parts- $263.94,
Verizon Wireless- Various- Cell phones, computer expense & base fee- $334.78, Vision Service Plan- Various- Vision
Insurance $395.71, Visionary Broadband- Various- I T expense- $105.35, WEBT- Co admin- Life insurance- $202.50,
Westco- Road & Bridge- Dyed diesel- $ $2794.70, Whitaker Oil- Various- Fuel- $4198.90, Wyoming Child Support-
Payroll- Child Support- $766.04, Wyoming Lawn & Tree- Facilitics- Lawn treatments- $110.75, Wyoming County
Assessors’ Association- Assessor- Dues- $245.00, Wyoming Machinery Co.- Road & Bridge- Equipment repair-
$10280.00, Wyoming Network, Inc.- General County- IT expense- $200.00, Xerox Corp.- Co admin- Copier service
agreement- $129.32, Payroll Deductions & Accounts payable total- $371736.59

Grand total for May- $477513.87
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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Patrick Wade, Chairman






