NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
JANUARY 4, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order January 4, 2022 at 9:04 a.m. with
Chairman Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and
County Clerk Becky L. Freeman present. Also in attendance were Tyler Martineau with The Lusk
Herald and Kurt Gaukel.

Road & Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas met with the Commissioners and informed them
that the pre bid for the 2022 Winter Road Project was postponed until January 11, 2022 at 10:00
due to predicted bad weather in the next few days.

He said he reviewed Petz Road and acknowledged there was approximately three miles of
the road that need repaired. He said he would like to visit with some of the landowners out there
or have them meet with the Commissioners before any work takes place because he thought some
trees might need to be removed.

He said he and the road crew have been performing basic maintenance on the equipment.

He addressed an inquiry he received from Golden West asking if they were able to place a
broadband fiber cable in the public right-of-way. Mr. Thomas noted that where they want to place
the cable is not a county road and said he would contact them to sort it out.

Old Business- The Commissioners discussed old business and it was noted that a review
of the management policy is scheduled for January 19, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

There was no new information to report regarding the fairgrounds auditorium roof and
gutter repairs.

Commissioner Griffith noted there will be a webinar on January 11, 2022 regarding
American Rescue Plan.

Appoint Voting Member to Wyoming County Commissioners Association- Commissioner
Griffith moved to nominate Patrick Wade to serve as the voting member to the WCCA Board.
Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded and the motion carried.

Resolution 22-01- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve Resolution 22-01, ACTION
SUPPORTING COUNTY CUSTOM, CULTURE AND HERITAGE IN DECISION
MAKING REGARDING FEDERAL LANDS IN NIOBRARA COUNTY, STATE OF
WYOMING. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. A complete copy of the
resolution is on file in the county clerk’s office and on the county’s website-
www.hiobraracounty.org/commissioners/resolutions.

Resolution 22-02- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve Resolution 22-02, ACTION
SUPPORTING COUNTY CUSTOM, CULTURE AND HERITAGE IN DECISION
MAKING REGARDING STATE LANDS IN NIOBRARA COUNTY, STATE OF
WYOMING. Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. A complete copy of the
resolution is on file in the county clerk’s office and on the county’s website-
www.niobraracounty.org/commissioners/resolutions.

Resolution 22-03- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve Resolution 22-03 E-911
Surcharge Fees. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. A complete copy of
the resolution is on file in the county clerk’s office and on the county’s website-
www.niobraracounty.org/commissioners/resolutions.

Designation of Depository for Public Funds- Commissioner Griffith moved to designate
Lusk State Bank as the Depository for Public Funds. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the
motion carried.

The Commissioners acknowledged receipt of a letter from Keri Thompson, County
Treasurer disclosing all of her interest in any banking institutions in which Niobrara County has
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funds invested. Treasurer Thompson disclosed that she conducts personal business with Lusk State
Bank.

Authorization of Investment of Public Funds- Based upon the recommendation of the
County Treasurer, Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to authorize the investments of public funds in
the following depositories: Lusk State Bank, Multi-Bank Securities, Inc., Wyoming Government
Investment Fund, and Wyoming State Treasurer/WYO-STAR and WYO-STAR II. Commissioner
Griffith seconded, and the motion carried.

Elected Officials and Department Heads- Chrisanna Lund, Clerk of District Court, updated
the Commissioners on receipts for her office. She said she had asked Matt Jameson to do some
touch up painting and minor maintenance upstairs and said that if anyone else needed anything, to
make a list and give it to Mr. Jameson.

Becky L. Freeman, County Clerk, discussed redistricting and said her new employee is
working out very well.

Teri Stephens, Assessor, said that her Declarations for personal property were sent out last
week and she has already received some back. She said her association meeting will be next week
in Casper.

Keri Thompson, Treasurer, said tax collections were very good. She said the auditors are
working on the final review of the audit.

Kellie Chichester, 4-H Extension Educator, said they are getting projects started. She said
that shooting sports is starting up.

Cary Gill, Sheriff, said Lynette Clark is doing a great job as the office administrator.

James Santistevan, Emergency Management Coordinator, discussed the amendment to the
Homeland Security Grant the county recently received. He said this amendment increases the
original grant amount of $30,000 by $34,000 for a total grant award amount of $64,000. He said
he is meeting with H & H Electric next week to review the proposed area where the backup
generator will be located.

Sheriff Gill and Treasurer Thompson remained afterwards and Chairman Wade asked
Sheriff Gill about the status of reporting on the commissary account.

Lieutenant Frye is supposed to bring over an accounting of the commissary account to the
treasurer and to date has not done so.

Mrs. Thompson said that whenever an entity holds other people’s money, in this case,
inmate funds, it must be accounted for and recorded in the County’s general ledger. She said she
cannot report it if she does not have the information.

This is an issue that the auditors have addressed previously and requires immediate
attention. Sheriff Gill said he would discuss the matter with Lieutenant Frye and get the matter
resolved.

County Attorney- Deputy County Attorney Doyle J. Davies met with the Commissioners
to discuss county business. Mr. Davies reviewed the contracts before the Commissioners and said
he had a concern about the contract with Dru Consulting. He noted there was not a professional
liability clause in the contract. He suggested contacting the contractor to discuss this matter.

Amendment One- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve Amendment One to the grant
award agreement between the Wyoming Office of Homeland Security and Niobrara County. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried. The amendment is for $34,000 and increases
the original grant award of $30,000 to a total of $64,000. These funds will be used for the purchase
and installation of a backup generator for the courthouse.
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The Commissioners held a phone conference with Dru Bower of DRU Consulting, LLC.
and she explained why she doesn’t have the professional liability insurance. She stated that it is
extremely expensive to purchase and that everything is presented to the Commissioners before
finalization. Mr. Davies had reached out to her as well.

DRU Consulting, LLC.-After further discussion, Commissioner Griffith moved to approve
the service agreement with DRU Consulting, LLC. with a scope of work to include assisting the
County in participating as a cooperating agency in the revision of the Newcastle Bureau of Land
Management Resource Management Plan Revision. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the
motion carried.

Lisa Shaw, Heidi Sturman, Matt Dockery, Carmen Boussu, Bruce Kilmer, all of the
Conservation District, and the Commissioners held a phone conference with the State Engineer’s
Office, Ground Water Division, and the group discussed potential water usage and the proposed
green hydrogen project in Niobrara County.

Payroll and the following vouchers were approved for payment:

Bills are listed in the following format: Vendor — Department — Description — Amount:

Aflac- Various- Supplemental insurance- $6889.26, Allbright’s True Value- Extension- supplies - $6.79,
Alsco- Road & Bridge- Shop towels & coveralls- $340.04, Anne Wasserburger- County Attorney-
Supplies- $94.69, Atlanticdata Tech- Sheriff’s Dept.- [ T Expense- $559.60, Barnes Law, LLC.- Clerk
of Court- Court appt’d. attorney- $100.00, Becky Blackburn- County Attorney- Supplies- $36.09, Becky
L. Freeman- Elections- Travel expense- $313.38, Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial- Various- Cleaning
& maintenance supplies- $790.89, Black Hills Energy- Various- Utilities- $2068.49, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of WY- Co admin- Health insurance- $19,424.00, Bob Barker Co., Inc.- Detention- Commissary-
$453.69, Canon Financial Services, Inc.,- General County- Copier service agreements- $190.00, Carrot
Top Industries- General County- Supplies- $294.97, Century Link- Various- Telephones, E911 mtnc.
agreement- $2539.07, Century Link Business Services- Various- Telephone- $113.90, Clark’s Tires-
Sheriff’s Dept.- Vehicle repairs- $61.78, Colby K. Sturgeon — Clerk of District Court- Court appointed
attorney- $174.14, Connecting Point Computer Centers- Various- Copier service agreements- $1028.90,
Cory Wilcox- Coroner- Deputy coroner stipend & supplies- $277.92, Decker’s Market- Extension-
Supplies - $47.53, Delta Dental of WY- Various- Dental Insurance- $1273.50, Dennis C. Meier- Circuit
Court Magistrate- Rent- $1000.00, Double A Properties, LLC.- County Attorney- Rent- $1000.00, Elaine
Griffith- Commissioners- Safety meeting- $200.00, Emblem Enterprises, Inc.- Sheriff’s Dept.-
Uniforms- $21.36, Frank Parts Co.- Road & Bridge- Parts- $430.13, Geographic Innovations- Various-
Professional mapping- $1300.00, Goshen County Detention Center- Detention - Inmate Housing (2
mos.)- $3387.29, GreatAmerica Financial Services- Sheriff- copier service agreement- $103.00, Great-
West Trust Co., LLC.- Various- Deferred compensation contribution- $17925.00, Hiway Brake &
Alignment- Sheriff- Vehicle repairs- $608.67, Honey Badger Towing & Recovery, LLC.- Sheriff-
Abandoned vehicles- $250.00, Jameson Cleaning & Maintenance- Fairgrounds- FG cleaning contract-
$6800.00, Jub Jub, Inc.- General county- I T expense- $90.00, Katie Krein- Prevention Grant- Operational
supports, telephone & prevention service implementation- $108.68, Ken Brown- District Court- Court
appointed attorney- $1310.00, Lawson Products, Inc.- Road & Bridge- Parts- $1429.28, Long Building
Technologies, Inc.- Various- Maintenance- $1122.00, Lusk Herald- Various- Publications- $1683.15,
Lusk State Bank- Co admin- Payroll taxes- $32228.61 MasterCard- Various- Supplies, travel, postage,
prevention grant, mileage lister, IT expense, computer expense, schools, telephone- $3532.03, New Jersey
Family Support Payment Center- Payroll- Child support- $862.33, NCIC Inmate Communications-
Telephone- $87.72, Niobrara County Circuit Court- Payroll- Garnishment- $873.13, Niobrara County
Hospital District- 1% Option Tax - $13254.80, Niobrara County Library- General County- Library
deferred compensation- $1725.00, Niobrara County Public Health- Prevention Grant- Grant admin-
$246.30, Niobrara Electric Association- Various- Radio tower electricity- $54.60, Rawhide Drug
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Company- Detention Center- Inmate medical- $223.66, Solutions for Life- Detention- Inmate medical-
$225.00, Swanson Services Corp.- Detention Center- Inmate Commissary- $268.51, Torrington Office
Supply- Various- Supplies- $291.51, Town of Lusk- Various- Utilities- $2545.73, Traci Bruegger-
Facilities- Cleaning contract- $4500.00, Tyler Technologies- General County- Accounting package annual
support/maintenance- $27094.44, Uline- County Clerk- Supplies- $265.67, USPS- General County-
Postage- $1000.00, UW Extension- Extension- County’s quarterly share of 4-H educator salary- $6205.50,
Valley Motor Supply- Road & Bridge- Parts- $178.73, Verizon Wireless- Various- Cell phones, computer
expense & base fee- $274.23, Vision Service Plan- Various- Vision Insurance $460.50, Visionary
Broadband- Extension- I T expense- $104.05, WEBT- Co admin- Life insurance- $207.00, WESTCO-
Road & Bridge- Dyed diesel- $1754.79, Western Detention- Detention- Supplies- $243.40, Whitaker Oil-
Various- Fuel- $3389.92, Wyoming Child Support- Payroll- Child Support- $766.04, Wyoming Dept. of
Workforce Services- Payroll- 4® qir workers comp- $13027.62, Wyoming Enterprise Technology
Services- Various- Computer expense- $9.72, Wyoming Association of County Officers- Various- Dues-
$325.00, Wyoming Machinery Co.- Road & Bridge- Parts- $20189.57, Wyoming Network, Inc.- General
County- I T expense- $200.00, Wyoming Rents, LLC.- Road & Bridge- Parts- $400.72, Wyoming
Women’s Center- Detention Center- Inmate meals- $2121.12, Xerox Corp.- Co admin- Copier service
agreement- $141.34, Y2 Consultants- General County- Socioeconomic study- $218.00. Grand total-
$215343.48
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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