NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
JANUARY 18, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order January 18, 2022 at 9:09 a.m. with Chairman
Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and County Clerk Becky L.
Freeman present. Also in attendance was Tyler Martineau with The Lusk Herald.

Road & Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas met with the Commissioners and discussed road and bridge
business.

He mentioned that the County needed to work on an agreement with Hanson Livestock to stage milling
stockpiles on their property. These millings will come from the 2023-2024 WYDOT road projects in Niobrara
County.

Mr. Thomas said he had contacted Art Boatright of Mobile Concrete to let him know that they would
be ready to start loading out of the Manville Pit soon.

Chairman Wade said he received a call from a landowner on Ridge Road and the person was happy
with the blading but asked if road and bridge could come back to remove some of the larger rock on the sides
of the road.

Joe Giemza stopped by the meeting and inquired about the green hydrogen project.

Old Business- Commissioner Griffith said she had listened to a webinar about funding uses for the
American Rescue Plan funds. She also reminded everyone of an upcoming meeting to review the
management’s policy manual.

2022 Winter Road Rehab Project- Josh Harkins, with BenchMark of Torrington, joined the meeting to
open bids for the above project. Several contractors attended also.

Eight bids were received, and after a cursory review Mr. Harkins said JW Services was the apparent
low bidder. He said he would review the bids for accuracy of figures and report back.

24-Hour Catering Permit- Commissioner Griffith moved to approve a 24-Hour Catering Permit for The
Silver Dollar Bar to sell alcohol at the Sportsman’s Fun Night on February 5, 2022 at the fairgrounds. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

The group discussed the Community Enhancement Program grant from the Conservation District.
Commissioner Griffith said she would work on the application.

County Attorney- Attorney Anne Wasserburger met with the Commissioners to discuss county
business. She said the public health grant was good to sign.

Chairman Wade asked her to draft an agreement with Hanson Livestock for staging millings stockpiles
on their property, which will come from WYDOTSs 2023-2024 road projects.

Memorandum of Understanding- Commissioner Griffith moved to sign the Memorandum of
Understanding between Wyoming Department of Health and Niobrara County for $32,417.00 for COVID-19
vaccination outreach activities. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Josh Harkins returned and said he had verified the figures submitted by JW Services and they are the
low bidder with a bid of $180,811.60.

2022 Winter Road Rehabilitation Project- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to award the 2022 Winter
Road Rehabilitation Project to JW Services with a bid amount of $180,811.60. Commissioner Griffith
seconded, and the motion carried.

The Commissioners held a conference call with Dr. Melanie Pearce, the Regional Public Health Nurse
Supervisor. She said that the new public health nurse and public health response coordinator are working on
training.

She said the FEMA team would only be here until the first week of February, and then public health
would take over vaccination efforts.

Consent Agenda- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner
Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were the minutes of the January 4,
2022 meeting, receipts for December from the County Clerk for $5,101.76 and from the Public Health Nurse
for $221.40. There was also a tax roll supplement for Kaiser-Francis Oil Company from the 2019 tax year for
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$4,872.16 and a petition of affidavit for rebate of taxes from Kaiser-Francis Oil Company from the 2019 tax
year for $4,874.71.

The Commissioners met briefly with the engineer from AVI Engineering to discuss the street project
that will affect the courthouse next year. The group discussed the construction and how it would affect the
sidewalk and trees. Based on this information, the Commissioners chose to hold off on applying to the
Conservation District for the Community Enhancement Grant.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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