NIOBRARA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
NIOBRARA COUNTY, WYOMING
APRIL 19, 2022

The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order on April 19, 2022, at 9:02 a.m. with Chairman
Patrick H. Wade, Vice-Chairman John Midkiff, Commissioner Elaine Griffith, and County Clerk Becky L.
Freeman present. Members of the audience included Tyler Martineau with The Lusk Herald and Kurt Gaukel
were in attendance.

Road & Bridge- Foreman Fred Thomas reported on road and bridge business. He contacted BenchMark
of Torrington to have them prepare the paperwork for Change Order #1 to the North Lance Creek Road
Rehabilitation Project.

He said they have had some inquiries on blading roads in other areas of the county, but he said it might
take more time to get to them due to being shorthanded.

Mineral Tax Deferred Payments- Treasurer Keri Thompson, Assessor Teri Stephens, and Clerk Becky
Freeman met with the Commissioners to discuss mineral tax deferred payments and how that will affect the
upcoming budget.

County Attorney- Anne Wasserburger met with the Commissioners and discussed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the County and the Lance Creek Water and Sewer District. This MOU sets forth
the terms by which the County will allocate funds to the District so they may purchase an interest from the
Wyoming Water Development Commission in the State No. 2 Test Well.

Attorney Wasserburger also discussed the resolution she provided terminating the appointment of a special
prosecutor. She stated that the recommendation was that no charges be brought forth, therefore we no longer
require the special prosecutor.

Resolution 22-04 a Resolution for Termination of a Special Prosecutor.

WHEREAS, on June 6, 2020, pursuant to W.S. §18-3-107(e), the Board of County
Commissioners consented to the Niobrara County and Prosecuting Attorney's appointment of a special
prosecutor to review an investigation conducted by the Wyoming Division of Criminal Investigation,
and determine what charge or charges, if any, should be filed and if so to prosecute the same to
conclusion;

WHEREAS this Board has been advised that the County and Prosecuting Attorney of Niobrara
County appointed Matthew F. Redle, to serve as a special prosecutor in this matter;

WHEREAS Mr. Redle conducted his review of the evidence in this matter, and concluded no
criminal charges should be filed,;

WHEREAS, based on these findings, this matter has been concluded and the County is no longer
in need of a special prosecutor in this matter;

WHEREAS, all compensation and financial obligations related to this appointment have been
paid in full.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that Board of County Commissioners
consents that the Special Deputy County and Prosecuting Attorney, along with any conditions, rights
and obligations, in this matter be terminated.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board of County Commissioners hereby authorizes the
termination of such appointment, along with any financial obligations.

Dated this 19" day of April 2022. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Homeland Security Funds- Chrisanna Lund, Clerk of Court, met with the Commissioners to report on
homeland security funding that may be available for additional cameras and other security based equipment for
the courthouse. Keri Thompson and Teri Stephens joined the meeting.

The Commissioners held a phone conference with Dru Bower of DRU Consulting. Lisa Shaw, with the
Niobrara Conservation District, was also present. Ms. Bower stated there wasn’t much to report at this point. She
said she is doing background work on Weston, Crook and Niobrara Counties’ natural resource management plans.
She spoke with the BLM and they said they would try to have a cooperating meeting sometime this fall. They are
also working on a draft plan, but it won’t be available to the public. It is considered a pre-decisional document.
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Old Business- There was nothing to report on the SLIB easements or fairgrounds roof repairs. The group
will meet soon to continue work on the management policy plan updates.

Commissioner Griffith said she had made some changes to the Request for Proposal for the Planning and
Zoning regulations updates and sent them to James Kruse to review.

The group discussed the possible relocation of the Public Health Nurse Office.

Wyoming Community Gas Contract- Commissioner Griffith moved to sign the 2022 Wyoming Choice
Gas Program Supplier Delegation Agreement with Wyoming Community Gas for natural gas purchases for one
year. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, motion carried.

Commissioner Griffith moved to sign the 2022 Wyoming Choice Gas Program Index Price with Option
to Fix with Wyoming Community Gas. Vice-Chairman Midkiff seconded, motion carried.

Ratify 24-Hour Catering Permit- Commissioner Griffith moved to ratify the approval of a 24-hour catering
permit for the Tucker Greenough Memorial Pool Tournament on April 10, 2022 at the fairgrounds. Vice-
Chairman Midkiff seconded, and the motion carried.

Wyoming Congressional Tour Initiative- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Wyoming County Commissioners Association and Niobrara County. Commissioner
Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. The MOU provides an overview of the program under which Wyoming
counties would annually host staffers from the United States Congress on a tour of public lands and resources in
the state. The cost to Niobrara County is $364.00 for 2022.

Cooperative Agreement— Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve the agreement between the Wyoming
Department of Family Services, Child Support Program, and the Niobrara County Clerk of the District Court.
Commissioner Griffith seconded, and the motion carried. The purpose of this agreement is to delineate the mutual
responsibilities between the parties to receive and distribute child support payments according to federal law.

Auditors with Porter, Muirhead, Cornia, and Howard met with the Commissioners, Chrisanna Lund, Cary
Gill, Lynette Clark, Jim Frye, Tandy Dockery, Taylor Barnett, Gail Mahnke, Virginia Pullen, Debbie Sturman,
Keri Thompson and Teri Stephens to review the most recent audit. They reported that things were in order and
they touched on the importance of keeping up with inflation to aid in the retention of employees. They also
discussed grants and the importance of anyone receiving a grant to report whether or not it is from a federal
funding source.

County Attorney Anne Wasserburger joined the meeting. The Commissioners discussed grants with the
Sheriff’s Office and stressed the importance of presenting grants to the Board so they are properly recognized in
the minutes, even if the Sheriff or any other department is to sign.

Consent Agenda- Vice-Chairman Midkiff moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Griffith
seconded, and the motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were the minutes of the April 5, 2022 meeting and
receipts for March from the County Clerk for $4,919.29, from the Sheriff for $629.00, and from the Clerk of
Court for $1,019.00.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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